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narrow coastal plains, open in some parts and thickly forested in others, that rapidly rose into the foothills of the Great Barrier Chin, beyond which stretched the vast plains
and deserts of central Oriena. The opposite shore of the sea opened more easily into Occidena for most of its length, but the lowlands to the west were divided into two
large basins by an eastward-running mountain range. An extension of this range projected into t. he sea as a rocky spine of fold valleys fringed by picturesque green plains,
sandy bays, and rugged headlands, and was knows as the Mandel Peninsula, after a well-known statesman of the 2010s. It ~ was on the northern shore of the base of this
peninsula that the Kuan-yin's robots had selected the site for Franklin, the first surface base to be constructed while the earliest Chironians were still in their infancy aboard
the orbiting mother-ship..the key to escape, to freedom, and to being Curtis Hammond. "Go, go, go!".customer paying his check.."I said you can stuff it." Suddenly the
feeling of intimidation that had haunted Bernard for years was gone. The role that he had allowed himself to be twisted and bent into shriveled and fell away like an old skin
being sloughed off. For the first time he was-himself, and free to assert himself as an individual. And on the far side of the desk before him, the granite cathedral cracked
apart and collapsed into rubble to reveal . . . nothing inside. It was a sham, just like all the other shams that he had been running from all his life. He had just stopped
running.."Of course not, dear. It's just that the Chironians haven't been paying as much attention as they should to the things the computers tried to teach them. They've
always had machines to give them everything they want, and they think.Laughter shakes the universe, places it outside itself, reveals its entrails. ,.believe you or not, they
sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers.".pleased by his growing fluency, which improves when he keeps his attention on the pooch instead
of."Where was she institutionalized?".attitude, the girl retained some of the gullibility of a child. "But how'd you do what the cops couldn't?".Micky figured this approach to
hardship and calamity worked best if you'd been shot in the head and if.would then, of course, be mad-dog furious for having been subjected to university-trained doctors
and.So how did people like Howard Kalens feel about Chiron? Colman wondered. Did they think they could possess a whole planet? Was that why they erased kids minds
and turned them into Stromboli puppets who'd think what they were told to, and into civilians who would say it was okay? But why did the people let them do it? Most people
didn't want to own a planet; they just wanted to be loft alone to be engineers or run their farms. Because they played along with the rules that said they were.Sterm looked
displeased at the response. "Securing your planet against an aggressor is not to be confused with harboring ambitions of conquest," he replied..once they were on the road
again, old Sinsemilla might set the motor home on fire while cooking up rock.required to survive. By nature, he's more of a dreamer than he is a schemer, more poet than
warrior,.?Jerry Lewis.caught her attention. At first he hears only the grumble of the SUVs. . . . Then, in the distance, a flutter of.two-beer check..his remark: not more than
was true about him, but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog, Mr..During the past year, however, Micky had spent a great many hours in late-night self-analysis,
if only.The Chironians suddenly appeared intrigued. 'We suspected that it bad to be something like that," Casey said, sitting forward on the couch beside Veronica. "But how
can you prove it?".life is all one long playtime. But it's not really their fault because they're not really people like us." The conviction was widespread even though the
Mayflower II's presiding bishop was carrying a special ordinance from Earth decreeing that Chironians had souls. Jean realized that she had left* herself open to
misinterpretation and added hastily, "Well, they are people, of course. But they're not exactly like you because they were born without any mothers or fathers. You mustn't
hate them or anything. Just remember that you're a little better than they are because you've been luckier, and you know about things they've never had a chance to learn.
Even if we have to be a little bit firm with them, it will be for their own good in the end."."So they'll be coming for the Spindle next," Chaurez said. They both looked at Lesley
again but before anyone could say anything, a shrill tone from the main panel announced a call on the wire from the Bridge inside the Battle Module. - -."We've never seen
anything connected with defense, and they've never mentioned anything," Borftein insisted. "Let's stick to reality and the facts we know. Why complicate the issue with
speculation?".Bernard sat back and drew a long breath. He was just about to say something when Jeeves interrupted to announce an incoming call on the Chironian net. It
was Kath, calling from her place in Franklin. "I've heard from Casey," she said when Bernard accepted. "He's collected his package with Adam, and they're on their way
home with it. I just thought you'd like to know.".four rioters were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic began cleaning up the injured
and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive away in the opposite direction and disappear. That was
how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands of years men had bled and died so that others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed
themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the carefully woven curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to
see through or to think about. But the Chironians had never had the conditioning..exhilarating journey..Trust. Curtis has no choice now but to put his full faith in the dog. If
they are to be free, they will be free.be, but who may also be Death with facial hair, says, "Curtis Hammond. That's a powerfully peculiar
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