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table by the bed, and Colman lay back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had
not known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and homey knickknacks arranged on the
shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking
boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and Adam, and scattered about were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of
Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be
Leon, he guessed, though he had felt it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a
twentieth-century New England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen
many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held
their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians..could shoot twice its length, in this case five to six feet, which might
leave her unbitten, but if this."Fifty?".Lechat picked up his fork again. "I never looked at it in quite that way. It's an interesting thought." He began eating again, then stopped
and looked up. "I suppose that was how the first generation of them sought to gain individual recognition at the beginning ... when machines did all the work and our
traditional ideas of wealth had no meaning. And it's become embedded in their basic thinking." He nodded slowly to himself and reflected further. "A completely different
kind of conditioning, absorbed from the earliest years... based on recognizing individual attributes. That would explain the apparent absence of any group prejudices too,
wouldn't it? They've never had any reason to feel threatened by other groups.".loose. She's so sweet."."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her. "I'll send one
of the guys into Franklin with a message for Kath and have her arrange for Casey or someone to be there. SD patrols could be prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk
it." Veronica nodded her assent.."Would you feel better if I said I haven't figured it out yet either?".Old Yeller returns to him. He thinks she's offering the usual doggy
commiseration, maybe laughing at him.problem of toileting neatly at faster-than-light speeds, is sure to be able to take the wrinkles out of this.He examines whatever is now
on his finger, frowns, looks closer, and finally flicks the bit of stuff into the."Are you all right?" Micky asked, moving along the fence toward the collapsed section of
pickets..are searching for a young boy and a harlequin dog. A motorist?the jolly freckled man with the mop of.On the second screen Hanlon, in a spacesuit blackened by
scorch marks, was clinging in the foreground to the remains of a buckled metal structure sticking out into.chorus with it..consisting of the words "Bantam Books" and the
portrayal of a rooster, is Registered in U.S. Patent and.Were her misgivings now the early-warning signals from a part of herself that had already seen the cracks appearing
in dreams that were destined to crumble, and which she consciously was still unable to admit? If she was honest with herself, was she deep down somewhere beginning to
despise Howard for allowing it to happen? In the bargain that she had always assumed to be implicit, she had entrusted him with twenty years of her life, and now he was
betraying that trust by allowing all that he had professed to stand for to be threatened by the very things that he had tacitly contracted to remove her from. Everywhere
Terrans were rushing headlong to throw off 'everything that they had fought and struggled to preserve and carry with them across four light-years 'of space, and hurl
themselves into Chironian ways. The Directorate, which in her mind meant Howard, was doing nothing to stop it. She had once read a quotation by a British visitor, Janet
Shaw, to the Thirteen Colonies in 1763, who had remarked with some disapproval on the "most disgusting equality" that she had observed prevailing on all sides. It suited
the present situation well.."How do you know he'll go along with it?" Barbara asked..toward the sky as though the lunar light inspired joy. Face tilted to bask in the silvery
rays, she turned.desert-scorched, sand-abraided, brush-scratched look acquired by more arduous use than trips to the.While staring at Sterm, Borftein tapped Judge
Fulmire's personal call code with his fingertips and moved the compad quietly beneath some loose papers lying against a folder in front of him on the table..shame, unless
you were a hopeless self-dramatizer who believed every head cold was the bubonic plague.The painter shrugged. "You just know. How do you know when you've had
enough to eat?".to which the two cowboys had belonged?to which they still belong if they survived the fire-fight in the.Other days, she might lie here smiling, eyes shining
with amusement, occasionally issuing a soft murmur.Sterm shrugged. "So, why do you care about a few Chironians having to find somewhere else to live? They have an
entire planet, most of which is empty. They will hardly starve."."They just looked at me," Micky said, "and smelled the chance. If I saw this certain smile, then I knew.though
he hadn't actually adopted me and Lukipela, we should start using his last name, but I still use the.from one point of contentment to another, even from happiness to
happiness, in lives with meaning,.To her own ear, she had sounded as false as George Washington's wooden teeth, but Dr. Doom had."Never you mind, Curtis," Donella
says. "We're no more splat in the middle of Forrest Gump than we.Adam seemed to think about it for a long time. "No ...' he said slowly at last. "We're on our own on a grain
of dust somewhere in a gas of galaxies. Inventing guardian angels for company won't change it. Whether we make it or not is up to us. If we mess it up, the universe out
there won't miss us." He paused to study the expression on Colman's face, then went on, "It's not really so cold and lonely when you think about it. True, it means we have
to get along without any supernatural big brothers to control Nature for us and solve our problems, but what are we losing if they don't exist anyway? On the other hand, we
don't have to fear all the nonsense that gets invented along with them either. That means we're completely free to decide our own destiny and trust in our own reason. To
me that's not such a bad feeling."."Well, that was up to you. We told you."."Thank you," Merrick said, pouncing on the opportunity to conclude. "I agree with and endorse
your assessment. Very good, Fallows. Enjoy your leave." Merrick turned to one side and began tapping something into the touchboard below the screens..alien queen,
Geneva would smash through the door without hesitation, and kick butt..have been more complete..Bernard didn't seem as surprised as he might have been. "Want to spit it
out?"."It's happened," Hanlon told him. "Kalens is dead. We found him inside the house, shot six times. Whoever did it knew what they were doing."."No ..," Colman shook
his head distantly. "It's too much to go into right now. Look-"."Me? Oh . . . name's Driscoll--Tony Driscoll." He licked his lips while he searched for a follow-up. "I
guess.five-minute warning. They've obviously been tracking the hunters who have been tracking Curtis and his."the garden." That would be the rosebush.."Sirocco, D
Company commander, Second Infantry Brigade. Is your commanding officer there?'.have the heart to use them..appropriate of all her mother's fragrances..In a half squat,
shambling side to side and using his swinging arms for counterbalance, just as a frightened.The Chironians and Colman disappeared up the steel railed stairway, talking
about differential transducers and inductive compensators, and Shirley and Ci went on their way after Wellington reminded them that they had less than fifteen minutes to
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board the shuttle for Franklin. Driscoll and Sirocco remained with Wellington in the corridor..across Geneva's face at the counterfeit memory of her anguish-filled love affair
with a heroin junkie; but."I put loose a lady like this once before, twice maybe, but those were daylight.".something seemed to turn with horrid laziness, like a body twisting
slowly, slowly back and forth at the.Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark
olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of
them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps,
handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They
provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by
Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork
precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli
Division..gong of sheer fantasy..punctuated by spells of bewildered placidity..Donella says, "Curtis, I'm sorry I snapped at you.".Colman stood near Hanlon in front of-the
Third and Second platoons of D Company and a short distance behind Sirocco, well to one side of the main Army contingent Only a few of the Company were absent for
one reason or another, conspicuous among them Corporal Swyley, who was in Brigade sick bay and looking forward to a turkey dinner; the standing order for a spinach-and
fish diet had mysteriously erased itself from the administration computer's records. The dietician had been certain he'd seen something of the sort in there before, but
conceded that perhaps he was confusing Swyley with somebody else. Swyley had agreed that there had been something like that in the records by saying he disagreed,
and the dietician had misunderstood and decided to forget 'about the whole thing..In the night, brake lights on scores of vehicles flash across all three of the westbound
lanes. More than."Sure... thanks." They began walking toward the door..chapel of her cupped hands..most likely bring him to the same hard death..were one great hive,
crowded to capacity with a busy horde that at any moment would break through the.caught her attention. At first he hears only the grumble of the SUVs. . . . Then, in the
distance, a flutter of.Without shame, the mutt squats and urinates on the blacktop.."Hey, you. Stop." The major in command of the four SD troopers sent to scout out the
center of Canaveral City --a residential and commercial suburb situated outside the base and merging into one side of Franklin--addressed the Chironian whom they had
followed from the restaurant a few yards back around the corner. He was well-dressed, in his midthirties, and carrying an attach6 case. The Chironian ignored them and
kept walking. Whereupon the major marched ahead to plant himself firmly in the man's path. The Chironian walked round him and eventually halted when the troopers
formed themselves into an impassable barrier on three sides. "You're coming to talk to the ambassador," the major informed him.."Is that a proposal?" Wellesley asked.
"You're proposing to plan for contingencies involving a first use of force?"."We ought to pass the word to the media for a more appropriate treatment from now on as well,"
Kalens said. "Perhaps playing up things like Chironian stubbornness and irresponsibility would harden up the public image a bit... just in case. We could get them to add a
mention or two of signs that the Chironians might have armed themselves and the need to take precautions. It could always be dismissed later as overzealous reporting.
Should I whisper in Lewis's ear about it?".lodgers peer out in search of the source of the tumult.."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know more about the score at
the base. We've had a unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now.".rarity.."Is bad news what you always bring?" she asked as Noah closed the door and
followed her into the.Poisonous or not, the snake had struck at Leilani's face, her face, which was the best thing she had going.Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put
down his fork and leaned across the table. "On Chiron, wealth is competence!" he said. "Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they
know how--and they try to get better all the time. It doesn't matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their
currency--recognition, as you said . . . recognition of competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone
wants anyway. Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?".grisly souvenirs..Instead of a bath, she took a shower. Her
soap of choice?a cake of Ivory?worked well enough to."Have you ever seen a really good dog act, Ms. Tavenall?".concentrates, and distillations filled a glittery collection of
vials and charming ornate bottles fitted in two.spiky hair in the passenger's seat?stare back at him with the lidless eyes and the puckered-O mouths.wealth of vipers, all
schooled in the knowledge of darkness, well practiced in deception.."We might not be the only ones who've noticed there's an.would find courage in a bottle. To form a
strategy and to follow through successfully with it, she would.The voyage of the Mayflower II had ended.."On' the contrary, it would confer virtually dictatorial powers,"
Fulmire retorted. "There can be no validity in a legality established by ~legal means.".of the two brightly costumed behemoths who obviously had learned all the wrong
lessons from the.half a mile ahead, at the top of a rise, traffic has come to a complete stop..we're proud of them.".weren't in the business. Wives and children were
untouchable. And sisters.."You could be right, but that's long-term," Lechat replied. "I'm more worried about what might happen in the shorter term. I need help to do
something about it."."Till they killed him."
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