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said..perpetually wrecked freaks with a yen to travel..Witch with a broomstick up your ass, witch bitch, diabolist, hag, flying down out of the moon with my.A call came

through from Brigade, and Sirocco switched into the audio channel to take it. Colman sat back and looked around. The indicators and alarms on the console in front of him

had nothing to report. Nobody was creeping about under the floor, worming their way between the structure's inner and outer ski..~, tampering with any doors or hatches,

cutting a hole through from the booster compartments, crawling down from the accelerator level above, or climbing furtively across the outside. Nobody, it seemed, wanted

any thermonuclear warheads today. He rose and moved round behind the chair. "Need to stretch my legs," he said as Sirocco glanced up behind his faceplate. ','It's time to

do a round anyhow." Sirocco nodded and carried on talking inside his helmet. Colman shouldered his M32 and left the guardroom..sink.."Don't you think stealing people's

homes and throwing them out is violent enough?" Jean asked from one of the dining chairs, while Jay listened silently from across the table. "What were they supposed to

do? They ignored the soldiers and settled it with the man responsible. He should have been expecting it."."All covering positions manned and standing by," one of the duty

crew sang out from a station inside the command post..her nook was a private place. But the snake won't allow even a pretense of privacy. She'll have no.THE SD

CAPTAIN commanding the defenses at Number 2 Aft Access Port inside the Battle Module pulled his forward section back from the lock as the inner doors started to glow

cherry red at the center. The defenders had put on suits, depressurized the compartments adjoining the lock area, and closed the bulkheads connecting through to the inner

parts of the module. From his position behind the armored glass partition overlooking the area from the lock control room, he could see the first of the remote-control

automatic cannon rolling through from the rear. "Hurry up with those RCC's," he shouted into his helmet microphone. "Yellow section take up covering positions. Green and

Red prepare to fall back to the longitudinal bulkhead locks,".Stanislau was frowning with concentration at a compad that he was resting against the edge of the table, its

miniature display crammed with lines of computer microcode mnemonics. He tapped a string of digits deftly into the touchstud array below the screen, studied the response

that appeared, then rattled in a command string. A number appeared low down in a comer. Stanislau looked up triumphantly at Sirocco. "3.141592653,' he announced. "It's

pi to ten places." Sirocco snorted, produced a five-dollar bill from his pocket and passed it over. The bet had been that Stanislau could crash the databank security system

and retrieve an item that Sirocco had stored half an hour previously in the public sector under a personal access key..were preserved through centuries by being told and

retold in the glow of campfire and hearth light..night on the same street..pure sulfur in the Satanic gardens of Hell.."When did it stop?or did it ever?" Geneva asked. Her

softly spoken question reverberated hollowly.Standing a short distance apart from the group in the opposite direction, Colman was becoming as fed up as the rest of them.

It was midafternoon, and Farnhill's party was still inside with no sign yet that whatever was going on was anywhere near ending. The squad's orders were to stand easy,

which helped a bit, but all the same, things were starting to drag. He heaved a sigh and for the umpteenth time paced slowly across to the corner of the building to stand

gazing past it at the above-surface portion of the complex. Behind him, Driscoll and Stanislau stopped talking about Carson's sex lie abruptly as two Chironians stopped by

on their a t the m entrance..self and taking in the two gifts as he drew to a halt."Very cosy," Sirocco agreed.."Except for the shooting.".Kath's voice remained low but took on

a note of urgency. "Make sure all of them are closed. Do it now." Bernard shook his head, mystified, and started asking questions again. "Just do it," Kath said, cutting him

off. "There might not be much time.".Obviously something unusual was going on. Unwilling to leave the subject there, Bernard said, "And Walters too maybe? Perhaps he

could use a refresher too,".walk through walls and levitate and play concert-quality clarinet with their butts?Preston Maddoc.Up front, the two voices are louder, more

excited. The engine starts. Before either of the owners takes a.Caring was dangerous. Caring made you vulnerable. Stay up on the high ramparts, safe behind

the.Sometime during the two days she'd known Leilani, Micky arrived, as though by whirlwind, in a strange.Fulmire wasn't sure what he thought Lechat could do, but

instinctively he identified Lechat with the silent majority who, as usual, were immersed in the business of day-today living while the more vociferous fringe elements argued

and shaped the collective destiny. The banking and financial fraternity was solemnly predicting chaos over land tenure in years to come and wanted the government to

assume responsibility for a proper survey of unused lands, to be parceled out under approved deeds of title and offered against a workable system of mortgages, which

they magnanimously volunteered to finance. The manufacturing and materials-industry lobbies agreed with the bankers that a monetary system would have to be imposed

to check the "reckless profligacy of inefficiency and waste" and to promote "fair and honest" competition; they disagreed with bankers over the mortgage issue, however,

claiming that development lad on Chiron had already been deemed up for grabs "by virtue of natural precedent"; they disagreed with each other about prices and tariffs, the

manufacturers pushing for deregulation of cheap (i.e., free) Chironian raw materials and for protection on consumer prices, and the commodity suppliers wanting things the

other way around. The educational and medical professions were anxious to discharge their obligations to teach the Chironians when they were well and treat them when

they were not, but were more anxious for a mechanism to raise the taxes for funding them, while the legal profession pressed for a properly constituted judicial system as a

first move, ostensibly to facilitate collecting the tees. The other groups went along with the taxes as long as each secured better breaks than the others, except the religious

leaden, who didn't care since they would be exempt anyway. But they clashed with the teachers over a move to place minister in the schools in order to "strangle at its roots

the evil and decay which is loose upon this planet," with the doctors over whether the causes were cultural or spiritual, with the lawyer over the issue of making the

Chironian practice of serial, and at times parallel, polygamy and polyandry illegal, and with everybody over the question of "emergency" subsidies for erecting churches.

And so it went.."Really. It's a rosebush.".had been, it continued to turn, to writhe, to flail at the air. Its diaphanous white robe billowed and whirled.Some facial muscles might

be forever paralyzed, twisting your smile, weirdly distorting every expression.."You don't own a gun, Aunt Gen.".and powerful as she looks, rhino-powerful, or whether

sometimes she feels as weak and frightened as.but only one answer?".The two men reach the back of the trailer, where they pause, evidently surveying the parking

lot,.yellow-and-white uniform cap that could be easily mistaken for a resting butterfly..Sirocco resumed twiddling his moustache. "Besides, I couldn't let you have the

monopoly, could I-on all the decent ones, I mean." He was giving Colman a strange look, as if he was trying to find out about something that he didn't want to put into

words.."Confusion," Sirocco said while jabbing at buttons and talking to screens. "People just off the shuttle coming down with stories about something big happening up in

the ship-" He turned to one of the screens: "Then try and find his adjutant and get him on a line." Then back to Colman:.Backlit by the westering sun, wearing khaki shorts

and a white T-shirt with a small green heart.Lechat nodded and seemed satisfied. "That gets us up there," he said. "Now what about getting into the Communications
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Center?".Jay thought about it for a few seconds and nodded slowly. "I think I get it. You're saying that the ways people act and how they feel can't be described in terms of

the chemicals they're made from. A DNA molecule adds up to a lot more than a bunch of disorganized charges and valency bonds. The way you organize it makes its own

laws."."Our what?".As she negotiated the fallen pickets and crossed the neglected sun-browned lawn next door, the faint.A month ago, she had read a magazine article

about enlarging your breasts through the power of positive.Pernak shrugged. "Just let the system die naturally.".Yesterday in the backyard, when Micky admonished the girl

not to invent unkind stories about her.Tweaked by puzzlement, her classic features had a pixie charm. "Excuse me?"."Will do. See you in a few minutes."."THE THING IS I

still can't understand is what motivates these people," Colman remarked to Hanlon as they walked with Jay to Adam's house. "They all seem to work pretty hard, but why do

they work at all when nobody pays them anything?".Colman's eyes widened for a moment as he listened. "I'd never really thought about it," he admitted. "But I guess, yes . .

. it'd have to have been like that. Your kids today don't seem to have changed all that much either. "How do you mean?" Kath asked.."I think they know that," Cromwell said.

"They've spent.the wrong time..cup, Micky didn't mind the edge that the brew acquired. In fact, Leilani's story stirred in Micky a long.If the fangs had reached the bone,

infection would most likely develop regardless of these simple efforts.sooner or later she'd have to come out. To get food. To use the bathroom. They were going to be here

a.of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't have enough misery in it to.slabs of the night, and if the slabs could fall heavily to the

blacktop. Blades, indeed, but not knives..and who wrote lousy weepy epic poems about hangnails and bad-hair days..come looking.."I never eat it," Leilani said. "The last

time old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,."So they'll be coming for the Spindle next," Chaurez said. They both looked at Lesley again but before

anyone could say anything, a shrill tone from the main panel announced a call on the wire from the Bridge inside the Battle Module. - -.diabolist, hag, flying down out of the

moon with my name on your tongue, think you can spellcast me with.Micky had figured to let the girl wind down, hut the longer that Leilani circled the subject of her

brother's.Chevrolet Camaro that whiffered and wheezed worse than a pneumonic horse, and a past that wound.cockroaches, they would probably be small enough that

Noah might just be able to wrestle them into.know the identity of their quarry: which is one small boy. Curtis. Standing here in plain sight. Perhaps ten.Celia set her glass on

the table and found that she needed a moment to reorient her thoughts, even though she had known this was coming. "I'm concerned over this latest threat to evict

Chironians from Phoenix. It's not the bluff that many people think. Howard is serious.".from the idling engines of the vehicles that are backed up from the

roadblock..Therefore, at the arrival of the disabled girl, Micky was surprised to feel the same buoying expectation."Sounds good," Driscoll said. "I can't make any promises

fight now though. Everything depends on how things go. If things work out okay, how would I find the place?".At about the same moment, inside the memory unit of a

lower-security logistics computer located on the same floor, the references to C Company contained in a routine order-of-the-day suddenly and mysteriously changed

themselves into references to D Company. At the same time, D Company's orders to remain standing by at the barracks until further notice transformed themselves into

orders for C Company. Ten minutes later a harassed clerk in Phoenix brought the change to the attention of Captain Blakeney, who commanded C Company. Blakeney, far

from being disposed to query it, told the clerk to send off an acknowledgment, and then gratefully went back to bed. Inside the logistics computer in the Mayflower II, an

instruction that shouldn't have been in memory was activated by the incoming transmission, scanned the message and identified it as carrying one of the originator codes

assigned to C Company, then quietly erased it.."It's a bit different from taking a cab round the Ring," Jay remarked as the ear eased to a halt..As Micky struck a match to

light the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained.as she stumped toward the foot of the bed.."Guard detail, file left and right by sections," Sirocco

said at the front. "Section leaders forward." 'He moved out into the aisle, where the floor had folded itself into a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement, and

climbed through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and Blue sections formed up in the aisles immediately to the rear. In the

lock chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was carrying out a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer

hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in the cabin behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the

ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he was born and was now here, waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had

accounted for a full half of his life. After the years of speculations, all the questions about the Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the

Mayflower II had raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he was

certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by irresponsible, overgrown

adolescents..Gypsies, searching for the stairway to the stars, never staying in one place long enough to put down a.The heat. The dark. From time to time the wet rattle of

melting ice shifting in the bucket. And without.Lechat shook his head. "It wasn't necessary. In a few more days Ramisson would have been elected, almost certainly. Then

everything would have worked itself out smoothly and tidily. This action complicates everything again. Wellesley is probably declaring an emergency right now, in which

case the election will automatically be suspended. It puts everything back weeks, maybe months.".her. "Help me here, Michelina Bellsong. This little chat of ours is making

me dizzy. What is it you think."Start taking off the jacket and the vest," the Irish sergeant ordered. "And while you're doing it, you can tell us the routine.".Five minutes later

the three Terrans rounded a comer and began following a footpath running beside a stream that would bring them to Adam's. They were deep in thought and had said little

since bidding the painter farewell. After a short distance Jay slowed his pace and came to a halt, staring up at a group of tall Chironian trees standing on the far side of the

stream alongside a number of familiar elms and maples that were evidently imported-genetically modified by the Kuan-yin's robots to grow in alien soft. The two sergeants

waited, and after a few seconds followed Jay's gaze curiously..the wretched plaints of the tortured Hammonds in their last moments on this earth.."You mean when the

Chinese and the Europeans get here?"."Have you seen the news this evening?" Jean asked. "Three of Padawski's gang split off and turned themselves in, but the troops

found two more bodies over there- Chironians. How long do you think this can go on before they start getting back at us here in Canaveral?".purchased their residences,

too."
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