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ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..Out of a sphinx face, Obadiah conjured a smile that lifted the point of his white goatee when he turned his head to
look at Edom. "Ah ... so long ago," he murmured, as though speaking to himself. "So long ago ... but I remember now." He winked at Edom..He missed Naomi. She'd
always known exactly the right thing to say or do, improving his mood with a few words or with just her touch, when he was feeling down..He couldn't work up sufficient
saliva to get the rasp out of his voice: "Then you could learn to do it.".The short walk across the room, to the hero's table, looked more daunting to Paul than the trek he'd
just completed. He was nobody, a small-town pharmacist who missed more work each month, who relied increasingly on his worried employees to cover for him, and who
would lose his business if he didn't get a grip on himself. He had never done a great deed, never saved a life. He had no right to impose upon this man, and now he knew
he hadn't the nerve to do so, either.."I guess so, but it's not that. I was thinking of something my little girl said.".Barty's reading and writing skills appeared to be related to his
talent for math, as well. To him, language was first phonics, a sort of music that symbolized objects and ideas, and this music was then translated into written "syllables
using the alphabet-which he saw as a system of math employing twenty-six digits instead of ten..The hateful window. The hateful, frozen window. Celestina wrenched on
the crank with all of her strength, and felt something give a little, wrenched, but then the crank popped out of the socket and rapped against the sill..Reading the dates on
the headstone, he saw that the minister's daughter had died on the seventh of January, the day after Naomi had fallen from the fire tower. If ever asked, Junior would have
no trouble accounting for his whereabouts on that day..Bartholomew was an uncommon name, however, and logic suggested that if the baby was now called Bartholomew,
he'd been named for his adoptive dad. Therefore, a search of the listings might be fruitful..Junior realized that killing Renee this very night would be an unthinkable waste.
Instead, he could marry her first, enjoy her for a while, and eventually arrange an accident or suicide that left him with all-or at least a significant portion of her assets..They
were driven to St. Mary's by Detective Bellini in a police sedan. Tom Vanadium-a friend of her father's whom she had met a few times in Spruce Hills, but whom she didn't
know well--literally rode shotgun, tensed to react, wary of the occupants of other vehicles on.The purpose of life was self--fulfillment, per Zedd, and Junior was so rapidly
realizing his extraordinary potential that surely he would have pleased his guru..As shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she
hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen..Junior had come to the gumshoe four days ago, with business that might have made a reputable investigator uncomfortable. He
needed to discover whether Seraphim White had given birth at a San Francisco hospital earlier this month and where the baby might be found. Since he wasn't prepared to
reveal any relationship to Seraphim, and since he resisted devising a cover story on the assumption that a competent private detective would at once see through it, his
interest in this baby inevitably seemed sinister..Impressed by the sureness and swiftness with which the blind boy negotiated the steps and set off across the lawn, Tom
didn't initially notice anything unusual about his stroll through the deluge..The funeral director and his assistant were the only people, other than Junior, remaining at the
grave. They asked if they might lower the casket or if he would rather that they wait until he was gone..Throughout this procedure, Barty appeared solemn and thoughtful.
When he had squeezed the tenth toe, he stared at it, brow furrowed..Although he didn't believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape
his future, Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the point of
cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to find Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently supernatural events in his life, and
generally in a funk unlike any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to Bartholomew..Above the wainscoting, the walls were
Sheetrock, unlike the plaster elsewhere in the apartment. On one of them, Enoch Cain had scrawled Bartholomew three times..Tom between curiosity and emotional
exhaustion, Celestina held his gaze, thinking, and finally she said, "Deal.".Once in a while, however, he reverted to his roots, to the food that gave him comfort. Thus, the
cheeseburger and its decadent accoutrements..In her arms, little Barty burbled contentedly, unaware that his destiny supposedly included epic love, fabulous riches, and
violence..Avoiding the graveled driveway, on which he was more likely to scuff his freshly polished loafers, he approached the house across the lawn, beneath the
moon-sifting branches of a great pine that made itself useless for Christmas by spreading as majestically as an oak..The second ring was followed by a click, and then a
familiar droning voice said, "Hello. I'm Thomas Vanadium-".Swift and yellow, Angel flew to her mother, grabbing at one of the bunched drapes as if she might hide behind
it..In the physician's eyes, a yearning to believe. In his face, a squint of skepticism..Suddenly she realized-Good Lord!-that someone else had a had inside her, up the very
center of her, massaging her uterus in the same lazy pattern as that made by the piece of melting ice on her belly..Maria, after a single sip of Chardonnay, fled to the
kitchen, ostensibly to check on the apricot flan that she'd brought, but in reality to press a cool and slightly damp dishtowel against her eyes..With everyone in the diner now
aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through
the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area behind it..Among those present before the caravan returned were a few who should
have known better than to allow this madness. Tom Vanadium, Edom, Maria. They stared up at the boy, tense and solemn, and Agnes could only suppose that they, too,
had arrived after the fact, with the boy already beyond easy recall..From Joey's closet, she extracted an old blue blazer that he seldom wore anymore. The lining was
sagging, worn,."Better hurry," Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss..Using the straight edge of a ruler to guide his eye down each column, Junior
searched for Bartholomew, ignoring surnames. He had already checked to see if anyone in the county had Bartholomew for a last name; no one in this directory
did.."September 27, 1962. Barcelona, Spain. A flood killed four hundred forty-five people.".Later, at home in bed, after Nolly proved the value of oysters, he and Kathleen
lay holding hands. Following a companionable silence, he said, "It's a mystery.".In his apartment once more, enjoying a cognac and a handful of pistachios as Monday
changed to Tuesday, he decided that he should make 'preparations for the possibility that he might one day leave incriminating evidence in spite of his precautions. He
ought to convert a portion of his assets into easily portable and anonymous wealth, like gold coins and diamonds. Establishing two or three alternate identities, with
documentation, also would be wise..The following day, Wednesday, December 27, his mother drove him to the library, where he checked out two Heinlein titles
recommended by the librarian: Red Planet and The Rolling Stones. Judging by his excitement, on the way home in the car, his response to previous mystery-novel series
had been a pleasant courtship, whereas this was desperate, undying love..His first overnight journey, in June of '65, was to La Jolla, north of San Diego. He carried too
large a backpack and wore khaki pants when he should have worn shorts in the summer heat..As the heavyset nurse retreated with the baby, Phimie's grip on her sister's
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hand relaxed, but then grew firm once more as her gaze also became more intense. "Love ... you.".Even Agnes was briefly unnerved to the extent that she said, "Enough of
this. It's not fun anymore.".Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us comes to a point where he has to make a
significant moral decision affecting the development of his character and the lives of others, and each time he makes the less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a
new world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice, another world is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am redeemed for a while,
given a chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There are so many worlds with imperfect Tom
Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace.".-Dumpsters and delivery trucks hulked against the building walls. Steam
billowed out of street grates. The gray shadows were no longer disturbed by a running shade in a tweed sports jacket..Taking her mother's advice to heart, Celestina
sighed. "All right. Let's just pray they catch him. But if they don't ... two weeks, and then the rest of the plan, the way you said, Tom. Except that I can't tolerate two weeks-in
a hotel, cooped up, afraid to go into the streets, no sun, no fresh air."."I didn't know it myself till I realized I was right in your neighborhood. I assumed your mother and Angel
would be here, and I hoped you might be. If I'm intruding-".Risking all, he turned his back on her and fled, and in spite of his expectations to the contrary, she allowed him to
escape..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this.".Having settled on the sofa with Agnes and Barty, prepared to serve comfortably in
the role of quiet observer, Edom was alarmed to have suddenly become the subject of conversation. He was also alarmed to be called "son," because in his thirty-six years,
the only person ever to have addressed him in that fashion had been his father, dead for a decade yet still a terror in Edom's dreams..The rain-washed street shimmered
greasily under the tires, and the intersection lay halfway up a long hill, so gravity was aligned with fate against them. The driver's side of the Pontiac lifted. Beyond the
windshield, the main drag of Bright Beach tilted crazily. The passenger's side slammed against the pavement..Evidently, her face was knotted with the effort to remember
what the child had looked like, for the physician said, "Yes? What's wrong?".The night was hushed but for the barking of a dog in the great distance. Hollow, far softer than
the ghostly singing that had recently haunted Junior, the rough voice of this hound nevertheless stirred him, spoke to an essential aspect of his heart..At the foot of the bed:
a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high. Brass handles.."Thirsty," Agnes rasped. Her voice was Sahara sand abrading anienct stone, the dry
whisper of a pharaoh's mummy talking to itself in a vaulted sealed for three thousand years..When Max answered, Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and
began talking on the inhalation: "It's me, Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do, and you better do it right
now.".Kid's room. Bartholomew's room. Furniture in cheerful primary colors. Pooh posters on the wall.."What's this?" the man asked her, as Sinatra swooped through
"Come Fly with Me."."No. Rowena dropped those names after the twins' first year. She and I were the only ones who ever used them. Our private little joke. Even the boys
wouldn't have remembered.".She didn't have experience with guns, but having seen him trying to press cartridges into the magazine, she knew how to load. She inserted
one round. Then a second. Enough..Instead, trying not to let Barty see the depth of her concern, she told him to get his jacket from the front closet, and she got hers, and
leaving the buttermilk-raisin pies unfinished, she drove him to the doctor's office, because he was her reason to breathe, the engine of her heart, her hope and joy, her
everlasting bond to her lost husband. Dr. Joshua Nunn was only forty-eight, but he had appeared grandfatherly since Agnes had first gone to him as a patient after the
death of her father, more than ten years ago. His hair turned pure white before he was thirty. Every day off, he either worked assiduously on his twenty-foot sportfisher,
Hippocratic Boat, which he scraped and painted and polished and repaired with his own hands, or puttered around Bright Bay in it, fishing as though the fate of his soul
depended on the size of his catch; consequently, he spent so much time in the salt air and sun that his perpetually tan face was well-wizened at the corners of his eyes and
as appealingly creased as that of the best of grandfathers. Joshua applied the same diligence to the preservation of a round belly and a second chin that he brought to the
maintenance of his boat, and considering his wire-rimmed eyeglasses and bow tie and suspenders and the elbow patches on his jacket, he seemed to have intentionally
sculpted his physical appearance to put his patients at ease, as surely as he had selected his wardrobe for the same purpose..The sirens shrieked so loud that he felt a
sympathetic vibration in his dental fillings, and with a sharp cry of brakes, a great red truck turned the comer, at once followed by a second..Such quiet filled the house that
Agnes couldn't hear even the murmuring miseries of the past..Solitude, however, was his preference. He found the sympathy of friends unbearable, a constant reminder
that Perri was gone..If the state police did get involved, and even if they found evidence that the accident was staged, they would most likely point the finger of blame at the
man for whom Victoria had been preparing dinner..Junior felt a little lightheaded. He felt strange. He hoped he wasn't coming down with the flu..Apparently, he'd been
drooling for a long time. Where his chin and throat were not sticky, a crust of dried saliva glazed his skin..He hadn't the slightest doubt that eventually he could romance
Renee into marriage, regardless of her wealth and sophistication. He could shape women to his desire as easily as Sklent could paint his brilliant visions on canvas, easier
than Wroth Griskin could cast bronze into disturbing works of art..This morning, only his love for his sister, Agnes, gave him the courage to drive and to become the pie
man..Or perhaps the sorrow was less sadness than yearning. He had to move on, but he was loath to begin this strange journey without her..Friday morning, Junior
resigned his position as a physical therapist at the rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off interest and dividends for the rest of his life, because his
tastes were modest.."I can't."."I was raised to understand it," said Celestina, and when she looked across the room, she saw that her words had moved her mother.."I got to
admit," Nolly said, "I'm surprised these little pranks have rattled him so deeply.".Still on her knees, she raised the weapon and realized that she was going to shoot the
maniac in the back, that she had no other choice, because her inexperience didn't allow her to aim for a leg or an arm. The moral dilemma overwhelmed her, but so did an
image of Phimie lying dead in bloody sheets on the surgery table. She pulled the trigger and rocked with the recoil..Spinning off the stool, the bun cap in one hand and the
mustard dispenser clutched in the other, Junior surveyed the long narrow diner. Looking for the maniac cop. The dead maniac cop. He half expected to see Thomas
Vanadium: head crusted in blood, face bashed to pulp, caked in quarry silt, and dripping water as though he'd climbed out of his Studebaker coffin just minutes ago..Barty
grinned mischievously. "One of the places we visited today. Some big kids. They saw this scary movie, said they had to wash their shorts after.".We have inhabited both the
actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we don't live in either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the
age..Celestina, the battering Baptist, back in action, came at him again. With one leg broken, another cracked, and the stretcher bar splintered, the chair wasn't as
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formidable a weapon as it had been. She swung it, Junior dodged, she struck at him again, he juked, and she reeled away from him, gasping..The sleeves of the pajama
top were pushed up, revealing more of the disease's vicious work. The muscles of her useless left arm had atrophied; the once graceful hand curled in upon itself, as
though holding an invisible object, perhaps the hope she never abandoned..When all were gathered on the porch, lined up across the head of the steps and along the
railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly of ozone and less faintly of jasmine, Barty said, "Mr. Vanadium, your quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of
Heinlein."
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