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of itself..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh, don't you think?".In the dark dumpster, tormented by ceaseless torrents of
what-ifs, convinced that the spirit of Vanadium was going to slam the lid and lock him in with a revivified corpse, Junior had for a while been reduced to the condition of a
helpless child. Paralyzed by fear, withdrawn to the corner of the dumpster farthest from the putrefying pianist, squatting in trash, he had shaken with such violence that his
castanet teeth had chattered in a frenzied flamenco rhythm to which his bones seemed to knock, knock, like boot heels on a dance floor. He had heard himself whimpering
but couldn't stop, had felt tears of shame burning down his cheeks but couldn't halt the flow, had felt his bladder ready to burst from the needle prick of terror but bad with
heroic effort managed to refrain from wetting his pants..Over potato soup and an asparagus salad, the dinner conversation got off to a promising start: a discussion of
favorite potato dishes, observations on the weather, talk of Mexico at Christmas..Worse than the tenderness in the bones, the bleeding gums, the headaches, the ugly
bruises, worse than the anemia-related weariness and the spells of breathlessness, was the suffering that her battle caused to those whom she loved. More frequently as
the days passed, they were unable to conceal their worry and their sorrow. She held their hands when they trembled. She asked them to pray with her when they expressed
anger that this should happen to her-of all people, to her, and she wouldn't let them go until the anger was gone. More than once, she pulled sweet Angel into her lap,
stroked her hair, and soothed her with talk of all the good times shared in better days. And always Barty, watching over her in his blindness, aware that she would not be
dying in all the places where she was, but taking no consolation from the fact that she would continue to exist in other worlds where he could never again be at her
side.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a diligent student.".Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish hope for a miracle. This was an
amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could walk where the rain wasn't, already himself a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen, that Dr. Chan might suddenly
rush into the waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his neck, face aglow, with news of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer..Crossing Spruce Hills with John, Paul,
George, Ringo, and dead Thomas, Junior headed back toward Victoria's place, where Sinatra was no longer singing..This wasn't thrill killing-which, now that he'd had time
to think about it, he realized was beneath him, even if in the service of personal growth. This would be murder for good, justifiable cause..Sometimes Angel seemed
troubled by what she'd been told about her grandfather, and at those moments she appeared downcast, somber. But she was just three, after all, too young to grasp the
permanence of death. She would probably not have been surprised if Harrison White had walked through the door in a little while, during The Man from U.N.C.L.E. or The
Lucy Show..Tom believed that the girl had an intuitive understanding of the true complexity of the world, but she was only three, after all, and neither ready nor able to
absorb the scientific theory that supported her intuition..The Hackachaks had arrived post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the
prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They knew he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork..In retrospect, he realized meditation didn't suit him. It was a
passive activity, while by nature he was a man of action, happiest when doing..Instead, as he settled into the offered chair, he withdrew a picture of Perri from his wallet. It
was an old black-and-white school photograph, slightly yellow with age, taken in 1933, the year he'd begun to fall in love with her, when they were both thirteen..Worrying is
what mothers do best. Celestina was her mother, as far as Angel was concerned, and the child was not yet of an age to be told, and to understand, that she had been
blessed with two mothers: the one who gave birth to her, and the one who raised her..As he'd proved to himself on his previous two visits-his first night in town and then two
nights thereafter-this number was merely part of the pianist's repertoire. Nothing supernatural here..About ten feet from the trunk of the oak, Barty departed his straight route
and began to circle the tree..The terror he hid from her vanished with the recital of their vows. He knew from their first kiss as husband and wife that this was his destiny.
What a great adventure they'd had together these past twenty-three years, one that Doc Savage might have envied..He had sworn this vow before. An argument could be
made that he had broken it..Tom was an Oregon State Police detective, as far as Celestina knew, and she didn't understand what he was doing here.."Better hurry," Wally
advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss.."It's not scary," said Mary. "I just step into another place for a little, and then back. It's just like going from one
room to the next. I can't get stuck over there or anything." She looked at Barty. "You know how it is, Dad.".Even a cool day on the pie route could produce a good sweat by
journey's end, because with the addition of the men to this ambitious project, they now not only made deliveries but also performed some chores that were a problem for the
elderly or disabled..Rising, Celestina said to Tom, "Last Tuesday night, we had to switch on the lawn sprinklers. This will be much better.".Tom pointed to the nearly finished
martini that stood on the table before him. Balanced on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..Not once did he look back to see if the fire had grown
visible as a glow against the night sky. The events at Victoria's were part of the past. He was finished with all that. Junior was a forward-thinking, future-oriented man..By
now, Junior realized that he had been locked in a meditative trance for at least eighteen hours. He had settled into the lotus position at five o'clock Monday afternoon-and
Bob Chicane had shown up or their regular instruction session at eleven Tuesday morning..Reluctant to leave Joey's body with the oddly jumpy mortician, Jacob
nevertheless crossed the porch of the Victorian style funeral home and left without glancing back. He walked one mile home, alert to passing traffic, especially cautious at
intersections..Someone named Bartholomew had adopted Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself Junior applied the patience learned through meditation to the
task at hand, and instinctively, he soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously cycled through his mind while he studied the telephone directories: Find the father, kill
the son..In the Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit the trail, Celestina said, "He took her to a movie again, Tuesday night.".Aftermath was not important.
Only movement mattered. Just forget the busload of nuns smashed on the tracks, and stay with the onrushing train. Keep moving, looking forward, always
forward..Embarrassment flushed her when she realized that the paramedic had cut away the pants of her jogging suit. She was naked from the waist down..WEDNESDAY,
fully two days after delivering honey-raisin pear pies with Agnes, Edom worked up the nerve to visit Jacob..To achieve certain narrative effects, I've fiddled slightly with the
floor plan and the interior design of St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco. In this story, the characters who work at St. Mary's are fictional and are not modeled after anyone
on the staff of that excellent institution, either past or present..As she commented on each masterpiece, Frieda grew steadily less coherent. She had drunk a few cocktails,
the better part of a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, and two after-dinner brandies..FOR THE BETTER PART of a week, on doctor's orders, Agnes avoided stairs. She took
sponge baths in the ground-floor powder room and slept in the parlor, on a sofa bed, with Barty nearby in a bassinet..Like the chicken egg. As weary as she was, Agnes
could not at once puzzle out the meaning of those four words. Then: "Oh. He's in an incubator.".the grass, silent because he is barely conscious, too badly beaten to protest
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or to plead for mercy, but also.Angel, on the window seat, wore nothing but white. White sneakers and socks. White pants. White T-shirt. Two white bows in her hair..Junior
worried, however, that they had noticed him after he pulled to the curb twice behind them, that they were keeping an eye on him, ready to bolt if he got out of the car, in
which case they might all make it inside before he could cut them down..In the top drawer, in addition to the expected items, Tom Vanadium found a gallery brochure for an
art exhibition. In the hooded flashlight beam, the name Celestina White seemed to flare off the glossy paper as though printed in reflective ink..The sight of her sister's blood
and the persistence of the flow made Celestina weak with apprehension. She was afraid she had done the wrong thing by delaying hospitalization..With his startling
combination of a Mediterranean complexion and rust-red hair, his good looks, and his fit physique, Paul had the exotic appearance of a pulp-fiction hero. In particular, he
liked to imagine that he might pass for Doc Savage's brother..If he was left standing on the porch, the visitor would circle the house, peering in windows where the drapes
were not drawn, trying the doors in hope of finding one unlocked. Fearful that Victoria was sick or injured, that perhaps she had slipped on a pat of butter and cracked her
Mad against the comer of an open oven door, he might try to force his way inside, break a window. Certainly he would go to the neighbors to call the police..Barty, didn't
watch much television. He'd been up late enough to see Red Skelton only a few times, but that comedian always drew gales of laughter from him..The tenderness with
which Grace acceded to Phimie's desire, at the expense of her own peace of mind, filled Celestina with emotion. She'd always admired and loved her mother to an extent
that no words-or work of art-could adequately describe, but never more than now.."Having spent most of the last twenty years in this apartment, not being the one who has
a car, how would I meet a Negro magician?".He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway,
and cried out in terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..She thought of herself as a creative person, a capable and efficient and committed person, but she did
not think of herself as a strong person. Yet she would need great strength for what lay ahead..The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find
out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend
it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other
people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us,
dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we
want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a
heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the baggage wagons.."You should be with your children," Agnes worried. Maria looked up. "My
babies are sitted with my sister.".Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals hell-bent on ruling the world,
bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks, hate-crazed Ku Klux Klansmen,
knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned, shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped, hanged,
bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated, and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had been
reading since childhood. Yet not one scene in those hundreds upon hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty
sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory, nor even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think
about the terrible vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over Perri's
death..Because he kept imagining the stealthy sounds of a dead cop rising in vengeance behind him, Junior switched on the radio. He tuned in a station featuring a Top 40
countdown..The muscles of his legs grew as hard as any of the landscapes that he trod. Granite thighs; calves like marble, roped with veins..She wanted to go to San
Francisco with Celestina, to have the baby in the city, where the father-and not incidentally her friends and Reverend White's parishioners-would never know she'd given
birth. The more her parents and sister argued against this plan, the more agitated Phimie became, until they worried that they would jeopardize her health and mental
stability if they didn't do as she wished..On the way home, he repeatedly checked the rearview mirror. No vehicle followed him..Thereafter, Junior managed to drive four
miles before he was forced to pull off the road at another service station, after which he felt that his ordeal might be over. But less than ten minutes later, he settled for more
rustic facilities in a clump of bushes alongside the highway, where his cries of anguish frightened small animals into squeaking flight.."He must've listened on the car radio,"
Agnes said, digging down into the layered days in her packed trunk of memories. "He was trying to get ahead of his work, so he'd be able to stay around the house a lot
during the week after the baby came. So he arranged to meet with some prospective clients even on Sunday. He was working a lot, and I was trying to deliver my pies and
meet my other obligations before the big day. We didn't have as much time together as usual, and even as impressed as he must've been with the sermon, he never had a
chance to tell me about it. The next-to-last thing he ever said to me was 'Bartholomew.' He wanted me to name the baby Bartholomew.".For a finder's fee, Junior was put in
touch with a papermaker named Google. This was not his real name, but with his crossed eyes, large rubbery lips, and massively prominent Adam's apple, he was as
perfect a Google as ever there had been..Focus. Prepare to kill Bartholomew and anyone who tries to protect Bartholomew on January 12. Prepare for all contingencies..He
said this as though confident Agnes would understand what he meant, with a smile and with a glint in his eyes that almost became a wink, as if they were members of a
secret society in which these three repeated words were code, embodying a complex meaning other than what was apparent to the uninitiated..Considering Junior's actions
on his last night in Spruce Hills, eleven months ago, he must be cautious now. Without incriminating himself, pretending ignorance, he hoped to learn if his carefully planned
scenario, regarding Victoria's death and Vanadium's sudden disappearance, had convinced the authorities-or whether something had gone wrong that might explain the
quarter at the diner..Paul pulled her back. He gently but firmly thrust her through the open door of the guest room in which he'd spent the night. "Stay here, wait.".Extending
his hand, watching the pianist closely, Junior said, "My name's Richard Gammoner.".Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes, hesitated, and
then said questioningly, "No pie?".Paul in the guest room again. Sweeping a bedside lamp to the floor, lifting the nightstand..Finally Angel dropped and slithered, vanishing
under the overhanging bedclothes with a final flurry of yellow socks..Matching his mother's whisper, taking obvious delight in their conspiracy, he said, "Our own secret
society.".Although he had made no effort to summon them, tears spilled from Junior's closed eyes. They weren't drawn from him by thoughts of poor Naomi. These next few
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days-perhaps weeks-were going to be tedious, until he could have Nurse Victoria Bressler. Under the circumstances, he had good reason to feel sorry for himself..Junior
didn't make the mistake of thinking that Magusson's new conciliatory attitude meant they were friends, that confidences could be shared or truths exchanged. The
money-grubbing toad's only real friend would always be the one he saw in a mirror. If he discovered that Junior was having a great time post-Naomi, Magusson would store
the information until he found a way to use it to his advantage..Tommy James and the Shondells, good American boys, had a record farther down the charts-"Hanky
Panky"-that Junior felt was better than the Beatles' tune. The failure of his countrymen to support homegrown talent aggravated him. The nation seemed eager to surrender
its culture to foreigners..One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the concealment is very skillful. And the boy had no skills at all except in
boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his birth came by and said to his parents,
"Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".His musical abilities were most likely an offshoot of his
more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was numbers, and what he seemed to mean was that he could all but instantly translate the notes of any song into a
personal numerical code, retain it, and repeat the song by repeating the memorized sequence of code. When he read sheet music, he saw arrangements of numbers..In the
three years since Perri's death, he had walked thousands of miles. He hadn't kept a record of the cumulative distance, because he wasn't trying to get into Guinness or to
prove anything.."So do I," said the visitor, and Junior almost frowned at this peculiar response, wondering what was meant in addition to what was merely said..Now, the
hateful music unnerved him. He became convinced that if he went home alone, the phantom chanteuse-whether Victoria Bressler's vengeful ghost or something else-would
croon to him once more. He wanted company and distraction, after all..During the first months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the shoreline north and south of
Bright Beach, and inland to the desert beyond the hills. He left home and returned the same day..This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few pulls of
its trigger, was sold strictly to police departments, and its distribution was tightly controlled. On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could have
bought the better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks..After mentally reviewing what he must say, after working up a nervous edge, he dialed the SFPD
emergency number..If either of them suspected that she was lying, it was Edom. He looked puzzled, but he didn't pursue the issue.
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