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Diamond-The bones of the earth-.Initially, when told that his patient was a Negro, Junior had been reluctant to serve as her physical therapist. Her program of rehab
required mostly structured exercise to restore flexibility and to gain strength in the affected limb, but some massage would be involved, as well, which made him
uncomfortable..On the morning in August that Agnes came home from Dr. Joshua Nunn's office with the results of tests and with a diagnosis of acute myeloblastic
leukemia, she asked that everyone pack up and caravan, not to deliver pies, but to visit an amusement park. She wanted to ride the roller coaster, spin on the Tilt-A-Whirl,
and mostly watch the children laugh. She intended to store up the memory of Barty's laughter as he had stored up the sight of her face in advance of the surgery to remove
his eyes..Too much, far too much to contend with, and so unfair: finding the Bartholomew needle in the haystack, hives, seizures of vomiting and diarrhea, losing a toe,
losing a beloved wife, wandering alone through a cold and hostile world without a heart mate, humiliated by transvestites, tormented by vengeful spirits, too intense to enjoy
the benefits of meditation, Zedd dead, the prospect of prison always looming for one reason or another, unable to find peace in either needlework or sex..Now, on his
kitchenette table, two nights after Maria's reading, Jacob finished integrating the four decks as he had done Friday in the dining room of the main house. His work
completed, he sat for a while, staring at the stack of cards, hesitant to proceed..What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so much
that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands. The reception for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours ago..Finally wimping out
completely, Parkhurst left the room. The heavy door sighed softly shut, silencing the squeak of rubber-soled shoes, the swish of starched uniforms, and other noises made
by the busy nurses in the corridor..He feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him in those lower realms.."I've seen them,"
Tom assured her. "My dear, you've never smelled anything better than a field full of bacon vines.".A sofa and one armchair provided the seating in the living room. No coffee
table. A small table beside the chair. A wall unit held a fine stereo system and a few hundred record albums..THE DEAD DETECTIVE, grinning in the moonlight, a pair of
silvery quarters gleaming in the sockets once occupied by his eyes..And God has four hundred billion billion fingers, and He plays a really hot version of "Hawaiian
Holiday..Of course, there was no possibility whatsoever of 'drawing four identical jacks from combined decks that had been exquisitely manipulated and meticulously
arranged by a master mechanic-unless the effect of the jacks was intended, which in this case it was not. The odds couldn't be calculated because it could never happen.
No element of chance was involved here. The cards in that stack should have been as predictably ordered-to Jacob-as were the numbered pages in a book..Vanadium was
no ordinary cop, as he himself had said. In his obsession, convinced that Junior had murdered Naomi and impatient with the need to find evidence to prove it, what was to
stop the detective if he decided to deal out justice himself? What was to prevent him from walking up to the Suburban right now and shooting his suspect pointblank?.She
worried that her anxiety would prove contagious, that when her fear infected her boy, he would be less able to fight whatever hateful thing had taken seed in his right
eye..Clearly touched and intrigued, the magician nevertheless circled the offer in search of reasons to decline, before at last shaking his head sadly. "I doubt that I'm the
caliber of person you're looking for, Mrs. Lampion. I wouldn't be entirely a credit to your project.".The previous April, the lads from Liverpool had claimed all five of the top
five. Real Americans, like the Beach Boys and the Four Seasons, were forced to settle for lower numbers. It made you wonder who had really won the Revolutionary
War..Not cheerful, life-loving, high-spirited, churchgoing Naomi. She saw every day through a golden haze that came from the sun in her heart..During this same period,
having subscribed to the opera, Junior attended a performance of Wagner's The Ring of the Nibelung..Weatherworkers used to carry a leather sack in which they said they
kept the winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little
pouch..Nolly said, "We've never really had a song of our own, in spite of all the dancing we do. I think this is a good one. But so far, you've only sung it to another
man.".Dinner was cooking in the upper of the two ovens. He switched the bottom oven, setting it at warm, and dropped open the door..Instead, he imagined Vanadium's
blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with surprising delicacy, reading the function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift, sure, gliding
fingertips. He imagined the detective finding the injection port in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic needle as a
magician would pluck a silk scarf from the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ....While the horse and then the sheep grazed
twelve months each, an H-bomb accidentally fell from a B-52 and was lost in the ocean, off Spain, for two months before being located. Mao Tse-tung launched his Cultural
Revolution, killing thirty million people to improve Chinese society. James Meredith, civil rights activist, was wounded by gunfire during a march in Mississippi. In Chicago,
Richard Speck murdered eight nurses in a row-house dormitory, and a month later, Charles Whitman limbed a tower at the University of Texas, from which he shot and
killed twelve people. Arthritis forced Sandy Koufax, star pitcher for the Dodgers, to retire. Astronauts Grissom, White, and Chaffee died earthbound, in a flash fire that swept
their Apollo spacecraft during a full-scale launch simulation. Among the noted who traded fame for eternity were Walt Disney, Spencer Tracy, saxophonist John Coltrane,
writer Carson McCullers, Vivien Leigh, and Jayne Mansfield. Junior bought McCullers's The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter, and though he didn't doubt that she was a fine writer,
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her work proved to be too weird for his taste. During these years, the world was rattled by earthquakes, swept by hurricanes and typhoons, plagued by floods and droughts
and politicians, ravaged by disease. And in Vietnam, hostilities were still underway.."At the back of the second gallery, on the left, there's a corridor. The rest rooms are at
the end of it, beyond the offices.".But first, in early July, he stopped taking French lessons. It was an impossible language. Difficult to pronounce. Ridiculous sentence
constructions. Anyway, none of the good-looking women he met spoke French or cared whether he did..Not one day in anyone's life, so her father taught, is an uneventful
day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star,
a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts
of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that
engenders a smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo,
because kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small
meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed that ultimately
produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those
generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are
obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must
weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential
to affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in
this momentous day..This was one of many things about Agnes that amazed Edom. If he had dared to make a list of all the qualities that he admired in her, he would have
sunk into despair at the consideration of how much better she had coped with adversity than either he or Jacob..The sudden change of subject, from the airliner crash to
Phimie, confused Celestina..He'd been invited to a Christmas Eve celebration with a satanic theme, but he hadn't intended to go. The party was not being thrown by real
Satanists, which might have been interesting, but by a group of young artists, all nonbelievers, who shared a wry sense of humor..OTTER WAS THE SON of a boatwright
who worked in the shipyards of Havnor Great Port. His mother gave him his country name; she was a farm woman from Endlane village, around northwest of Mount Onn.
She had come to the city seeking work, as many came. Decent folk in a decent trade in troubled times, the boatwright and his family were anxious not to come to notice lest
they come to grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it out of him..Eleven days had passed since Wally stopped three
bullets. He still had a little residual weakness in his arms, grew tired more easily than before he'd wound up on the wrong end of a pistol, complained of stiffness in his
muscles, and used a cane to keep his full weight off his wounded leg. The rest of the medical care he required, as well as physical rehabilitation, could be had in Bright
Beach as well as in San Francisco. By March, he should be back to normal, assuming that the definition of normal included massive scars and an internal hollow space
where once his spleen had been..As quick as a snake strikes, Vanadium was much closer to the bed than he had been when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now,
leaning over the railing. "Naomi was six weeks pregnant.".Too much clatter, drawing attention. No leisure for romance now, no chance for a two-sister score. just kill
Celestina, kill Bartholomew, and go, go..The poor girl's blood pressure soared in spite of the medication. She suffered a violent seizure,.Among themselves, the authorities
spoke more often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps Junior was too distracted to hear them clearly..This colored person's grave, however, was uphill of Naomi's. Over time,
as the body decomposed up there, its juices would mix with the soil. When rain saturated the ground, subsurface drainage would carry those juices steadily downslope, until
they seeped into Naomi's grave 'let mingled with her remains. This seemed highly inappropriate to Junior.."Water can break?" Maria asked, looking toward the faucet at the
kitchen sink. She sighed. "I have so much to be learned.".The two women stared at each other, and at last Celestina said, "Good Lord, what's happening here?".She tried to
raise her right hand, but it flopped uselessly and would not respond,.Junior had walked along the big show windows, studying the two White paintings displayed to
passersby, appalled by their beauty, when suddenly the door had opened and a gallery employee had invited him to come in. No printed invitation needed, no cool test to
pass, no bouncers keeping the gate. Such easy accessibility served as proof, if you needed it, that this was not real art..Victoria lay faceup on the floor. The nurse was no
longer as lovely as she had been, and perhaps because of early rigor mortis, her grace, which had initially been evident even in death, had now deserted her..On the day
that Vanadium attended the graveside service for Seraphim and subsequently stopped at Naomi's grave to needle Cain, he had suspected that Phimie didn't die in a traffic
accident, as claimed, but he hadn't for a moment thought that the wife killer was in any way connected. Now, finding this gallery brochure in the nightstand drawer seemed
to be one more bit of circumstantial proof of Cain's guilt..Her voice as bright as her bed ensemble, spiritual sister to baby chicks everywhere, yellow Angel raised her head
from the pillow and said, "Will you have a wedding?".Posing as a counselor with Catholic Family Services, he phoned each listed Bartholomew, with a question related to
his or her recent adoption. Those who expressed bafflement, and who claimed not to have adopted a child, were generally stricken from his list..When Max answered,
Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's me, Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's
something I think you better do, and you better do it right now.".After Maria, Bonita, and Francesca had gone, when Agnes and her brothers joined forces to clear the table
and wash the dishes, Barty kissed them good-night and retired to his room with The Star Beast..He knocked the pepper shaker on its side, and then with a groan put it
upright once more..He took a long shower, as hot as he could tolerate, until his muscles felt as soft as butter..Barty wore elfin-size, knitted blue pajamas complete with feet,
white rickrack at the cuffs and neckline, and a matching cap. His white blanket was decorated with blue and yellow bunnies..If magic explained the jacks on Friday evening,
maybe it was the dark variety of magic. Maybe he shouldn't be endeavoring to summon, once more, whatever spirit was responsible for the four knaves..Dense, white,
slowly billowing masses of fog rolled through the neighborhood, scented with woodsmoke from numerous fireplaces, as though everything north to the Canadian border
were ablaze..On one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when Barty, now nine
years old, climbed to the top of the great oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness..The dying-dove hands fluttered down Junior's arms,
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plucking feebly at his leather coat, and at last hung limp at Neddy's sides.."You know where it comes from," her mother said with a yawn that betrayed her exhaustion after
a night with no sleep and too much drama..These past ten days had been the most difficult of her life, harder even than those following Joey's death. Back then, although
she had lost a husband and a gentle lover and her best friend all at once, she'd had her undiminished faith, as well as her newborn son and all the promise of his future.
She still had her precious boy, even though his future was to some extent blighted, and her faith remained with her, too, though diminished and offering less solace than
before..Just as Celestina snapped shut the latches on the suitcase and turned to the door, a nurse's aide entered, pushing a cart loaded with towels and bed linens..In the
late-afternoon light, on this Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..Junior knew that he looked as guilty as any man had ever looked this side of the first apple and
the perfect garden. The sweating, the spasms of violent tremors, the defensive note that he could not keep out of his voice, the inability to look anyone directly in the eyes
for more than a few seconds-all were telltales that none of these professionals would overlook. He desperately needed to get a grip on himself, but he couldn't find a
handle.."Wally gave her tests. She's got an exceptional understanding of color, spatial relationships, and geometric forms for a child her age. She may be a visual
prodigy.".Junior suspected that no one other than this man's mother called him Tom. He was probably "Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew him..The
round table seated six, but they required only three chairs, because the two brainless friends were a pair of Angel's dolls..Now he shuffled the first of the four decks
precisely as he had shuffled the first deck on Friday evening, and he set it aside..Sliding Victoria's chair away from the table, he turned her to face him. He adjusted her
body so that her head was tipped back and her arms were hanging slack at her sides..During the past ten days, he'd proved that he was clever, bold, with exceptional inner
resources. He needed to tap his deep well of strength and resolve now, more than ever. He'd been through far too much, accomplished too much, to be brought down by
mere biology.."Nervous," he said, and howled when one of the paramedics proved to be a sadist masquerading as an angel of mercy.."We want the scary one, 'specially if it
has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..Fathoms of silence flooded the line. Still, she listened. He sensed her there, though as if at a great depth..A stab of
horror punctured Celestina as she failed to repress a mental image of a carnival-sideshow monster, half dragon and half insect, coiled in her sister's womb. She hated the
rapist's child but was appalled by her hatred, for the baby was blameless..Barty turned away from her, surveyed the kitchen, and said, "Ah. The twisty is me."."Well,
certainly, I understand," said Panglo, slowly lowering the offered hand, although he clearly didn't understand at all..He was a patriotic guy, and he preferred American rock
to the British brand. He had nothing against the English, no prejudices against people of any nationality. Nevertheless, he believed that the American Top 40 ought to
feature American music exclusively..Anyway, the thing that scared her was not the monstrous father of this child. The fearsome thing was the decision that she had made a
few minutes ago, in the unused hospital room on the seventh floor..Ministering to Perri, Joshua had pulled back her blankets. The fabric of the pale yellow pajama pants
couldn't disguise how terribly withered her legs were: two sticks.."It's just ... the last time I saw him, he trapped me in a corner and told this god awful story, far more than I
wanted to know, about some British murderer back in the forties, this monstrous man who beat people to death with a hammer, drank their blood, then disposed of their
bodies in a vat of acid in his workroom." He shuddered..when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's card-told fortune lightly,
especially the frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness had twisted through her heart..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which
apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets,
prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..He didn't realize he was swinging the candlestick at
Vanadium's face until he saw the blow land. And then he couldn't stop himself from swinging it yet once more..Already another contraction racked her, so intense that the
pain was not limited to her lower back and abdomen, but seared the length of her sphic, like an electric current leaping vertebra to vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest
as though her lungs had collapsed..the stems, thorns sharp against his tongue. And then Agnes. Agnes in the yard, screaming.After just twenty-one days, the boy's
adaptation to blindness was amazing but clearly the gathered audience stood in anticipation of something more remarkable than his unhalting progress and unerring sense
of direction..If someone were here in the hallway with him, it couldn't be Angel, because she would be chattering enthusiastically in one voice or another. Uncle Jacob would
never tease him like this, and no one else was in the house..On a morning in July, Junior was visiting the public library, poring through the stacks in search of exotic
volumes on the occult, when the phantom voice rose nearby. Here, the singing sounded softer than in his apartment, little more than a murmur, and also threadier..A
moment ago, he'd slammed into Angel's room, and that was loud, but this boomed louder, thunderous enough to wake people throughout the building.
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