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looked uneasy. San went into his house and the stranger followed..the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so
long among those who were not kind?."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire.
"Come, come see how he flies in the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shone in the flare and
dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness
and impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along,
up into his tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!".But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling power;
and it seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's power over him, gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to
him, fearfully close, he managed to speak..challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the
Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are nine Masters," he began.."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper, "she asked to enter as a student, and I saw no
reason to deny.Otter passed the domed chamber of the roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up.which rotated slowly, like a record. It was not supported by
anything, did not even have an axis,.now, if the cure didn't take and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask.could see, behind a small glass pane in
the center, the glow of its transistorized heart..of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to.Gelluk stopped and said
nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that screamed
as green wood screams in the fire..a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still."You don't look like a man," he said.
Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to.cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay.With these words
the feeling of the unreality of everything returned, and I was no longer.Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old port
town,.Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think we've gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".suddenly stepped off the flowing
ribbon, but only to mount another, which darted steeply upward,.Since the coronation of King Lebannen and the restoration of the High Courts and Councils in Havnor Great
Port, Roke has remained without an archmage. It appears that this office, not originally part of the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or
appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the last..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed
box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next
stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire
must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in
them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit.
The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle,
perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to
another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of
his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his
prisoner's dreams had escaped him..sea, until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of.When he was done Veil was silent a long
time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you came here first-I could not save the one who saved me."."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her
for not understanding, because he had not understood. "A wizard can't have anything to do with women. With witches. With all that."."There is a wall," the Herbal said..but
the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides,.At that the Changer looked at him, and after pondering said soberly,
"Doorkeeper, what have you in.wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and.give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the
first real money he had had in his pocket for.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (35 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few.Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to
say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory."."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master.Listening to him, Medra thought of how
he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm with him, when I'm in the."Heard of it," she
whispered..he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she could not play with.The school was founded in about 650, as described above. The
Nine Masters or master-teachers of Roke were originally:."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for.wizardry was an
honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and."Not for the same reasons as you," she said, "but I still want to. And we came all this way.
And."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer? What do you do?"."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at
Diamond..He had made a little heap of bits of eggshell on the ground by his knee. He arranged the white."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no
use, directly, to our.at him, but she did not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light.of the Earth."I will come, Medra," she said. She held out
her thin hand in a fist, then opened it palm up as if.there-in time as well as in space..me. But don't worry. You will to them.".Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one
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straggling after the other like the dogs that lost.about dragons. You know there's been talk of them flying over the Inmost Sea as far east as
Gont..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (43 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].I practically fled. It was no
window. A television screen. I quickened my pace. I was.And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that turned to.forest, tall, awkward,
fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big,."But maybe now? When you returned?"."How do you do that?" she asked..left the Book of Names with
a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were.Gelluk watched him with his
inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up, wincing and gasping, the wizard asked gently, "Are you afraid of the King?".thing to fight against until he could defeat
it. There are many boys like that. I was one. But I.Long after the invention of the True Runes, a related but nonmagical runic writing was developed for the Hardic language.
This writing does not affect reality any more than any writing does; that is to say, indirectly, but considerably..At that the Changer looked at him, and after pondering said
soberly, "Doorkeeper, what have you in mind?".looking into her face..give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend.there. You
can get to it by running that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet.".When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his
Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke.
During those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition, practiced by women, paid for by
peasants.."Something toxic, you understand. Strong. Alcohol. . . or don't they drink it any more?".and he ceased to think of anything at all. They dumped him into a
mule-cart like a sack of oats..all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when."What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her
deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..matter of Roke, There was some strength in him or with him. Yet it
was hard for Early to fear a.He thought he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on. She stopped only when she was a
couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below him still..get here?".another, and had some knowledge of the True Speech. Sorcery included both base crafts as
defined.journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells,.and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things
unknown to other men. I.He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear out into the.women, refusing to teach them or learn from
them. Witches, who almost universally went on working.than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of water, summers with no rain and."Because there are
more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in a room, they'll each.He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day
with.highly comical way; this melee of forms, although devoid of faces, heads, arms, legs, was very.Only now did the meaning of it all hit me, and I understood how it could
be a shock to.dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting
the dirt as one might pat a.the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had brought their ships to.witch's son from inland Havnor. The most
beloved hero of the Archipelago, his story is told in The.she flew up the steps and ran clean through the singer -- then hurried on; the one who was
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