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the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them."".Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to
compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might
do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a
son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby
they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became
drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little
sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle
burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl,
bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none
knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the
essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is
wried..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and | (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii.
53..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she
sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without
recourse and | beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so | may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a
friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do | see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt
el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. | questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so
I may look on it before my death.™ Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and | counsel thee to mention his name
to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'l
reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he," know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if

she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.™.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this.
Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a
plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and
said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the
mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest
coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We
rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou
forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an
ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their
provost.'.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen
Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what
while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim
to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale
and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of

sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that | to thee incline; indeed, no part Have | in those who walk the ways, the

upon the frighted deer;.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover cccexxiv.?Story of Abou Sabir..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man
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who forged a Letter in his Name dIxvi.Then said she to him, "O elder, | would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade
thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'l would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, | want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, | may
solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, “that wine should be drunk in my house, and | a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who
prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because,"
answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or
unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink
wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement.” (33) Quoth
he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.73. The Miller and his Wife
ccclxxxvii.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the
physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought
the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.’ And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed
himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting
the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of
his skill..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain cccexiv.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.As for the man, he
committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising,
saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled
and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a
village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the
village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his
house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'l hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou
desirest to sell." And he answered, saying, '‘By Allah, O my lord, | have no mind to sell her!" Quoth the youth, 'l hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and | will give thee
six hundred, to boot." And the other said, 'l sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the
girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till | complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl." The other consented to this and took of
him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the
young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day | am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied,
"Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all
three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her
[walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then | went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day;
moreover, | went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise | abode in
their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell
to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water,
and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the
last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father
sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed
them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..So he sat down upon
the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance
[of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be
thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and
ruler of [all] countries!".Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight
denied..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii. Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a
casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl
and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that | should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though
with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.[Aforetime] | journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and
traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, | entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the
Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king
was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands.
Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto
each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise

before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night | will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan
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henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy
hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out
and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut
the door.".? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..Now the king of the
city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like
to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto
whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the
elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting
up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the
banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set
him on his back..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king,
and she answered, 'l will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this
unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said
to her, 'l have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer
him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for
laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, | played off this trick, for that the
money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and | was ashamed to ask of thee again. When | was single, | could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this
damsel here, if | possessed thy wealth, | should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, | wrought this trick, so | might get of thee the hundred dinars
and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".Then he sprang up [and going] to
the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would
company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge

(7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till

the Draper's Wife dcccexvii.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had | not used
precaution, | had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..'It is told
of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee
from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and
knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for | mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth
the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but
the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and | will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said,
"Take it.".Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he
betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and
raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each
month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss
him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass
by..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dIxix.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they
plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy
beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, ‘O woman, said | not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the
consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken." A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his;
so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and
children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said
to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.".End of Volume I..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous
in the fight,.King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was
night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep?
Indeed, it was thou who willedst this." And she answered, saying, 'l weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, | and she, | have never been
parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that | may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.".?
? ? ? ? That | am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.
104..In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of
the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island,

the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of
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the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the
steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..?
? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..Affairs, Of Looking to the
Issues of, i. 80..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he
passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his
wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement
betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to
him, "O my lord, | seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee?
Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..He [seated himself on
the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon
he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that | have little knowledge [of what goes on]
in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen." Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw
cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out
[what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Then
they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way
of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening
and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses
thereanent..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper
used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his
mistress, ‘| mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been
absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and | have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so | may foregather with her at all
times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is | and | am she, without doubt.
So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee.".As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein
was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to
Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when | went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she
arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad,
may thy head outlive her!" Quoth she, 'lt is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they
gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie
down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat
at her head, weeping..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which
endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of
his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and
wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou
that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'l am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye
told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that | have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers
marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.".So,
when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the
folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the
viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O
folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were | minded to slay half these folk, | could avail
to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall | not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest
and he hath incurred pain of death and | have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if | do this with him and my proof against him be
strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if | slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..?
? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so
they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, | may no longer abide
with you and | am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most
High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.’ But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over
supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode

in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the
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excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have
easance, without fear..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, ‘| have
done thine errands;' and the youth said, '‘Go and eat and come hither and drink."' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon,
sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance.
They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a
bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'l
wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, '‘Blame not my
master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ?
? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..There was once a king of the kings of Hind,
who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and
shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he
married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in
splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High
raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So
he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for
my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves]
from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord." So he entered,
committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house,
comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed
on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning,
when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee,
‘What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save
God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'l deposited with thee a
damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her
jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of
the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou

say, 'That will I not do, for that | am the party aggrieved, more by token that | am under suspicion with thee."' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the

If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented
towards him and said to him, 'O old man, | make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply | may get of thee profit
that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the
tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for | owe the hire of a house, and | will sell another load of wood and pay
thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here
and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in
keeping the little." Quoth the tither, 'l give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging..So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on
along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh
thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered
he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between
us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy
good star is in the ascendant!" Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the
time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw
him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he
arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me," and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave
them to the broker], that he might sell them..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed
his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make
us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a
fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of
Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers

and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and
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lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him
over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El ljli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou
Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became

high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose hame was

? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.".? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their
lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah
makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them

combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?
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