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marriage and | made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night | beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people
had contrived this by way of sport; so | laughed and looked for my mistress, whom | had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was
prolonged and | found none but her, | was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me
from her. When | arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for
breakfast?" But | replied, "No;" and on this wise | abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the
Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present

blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Oft as | strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn

affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it
was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to
him, 'O youth, wilt thou that | release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'l will
swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that | will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while | abide on life." Quoth the cook, 'l
purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land
of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter." And Selim said, ‘It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with
good!".So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'l am resolved to put away my wife." They took this ill of him
and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain,
‘Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the
king!" answered the husband. ‘By Allah, O king, | saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her
is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' ‘What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.So saying, he took
leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey;
so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, EI Abbas turned right and left and
recited the following verses:.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and | found her as she were the full moon. | brought her what | had by me of
meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what | sought' And she ate and
gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which | brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the
season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold
and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that | am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as
she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore | came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, | have found thee. Thou must know that the
Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and | would have thee be with me on such a
day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou
Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.".83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was
admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and
readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the
kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the
oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on
life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the
lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..The old man took the
casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that
which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk
who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, | will nowise drink it, whilst | am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept
the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers’
prate..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that | should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go,
except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who
created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And | wept
and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. | looked at the place [behind

the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that | see?" And | said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as | bade them and | saw somewhat appearing
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under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when | beheld, | fell down in a
swoon..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them
forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was
[God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik
Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and
rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might
and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case,
giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ?
? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie
with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her
at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a
custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the
vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried
out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the
king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour
of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer

came forward and said, 'l will tell you a right goodly story | heard at a wedding..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix
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