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hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show,
he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from
the SD units, D Company's record was second to none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of
oddballs and misfits that fate had consigned to his charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar
and in some eases bizarre ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative one, he had come
to realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full of individualists who could never
be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at
Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by
being there. Their respect meant more than medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the
outcome of the operation ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company..Perhaps the only good thing about the
unextinguishable anger that had charred Micky's life was that it.shimmered as if with the spirits of attending demons..Waving her hands in the air as a gospel singer waves
praises to the heavens while shouting hallelujahs,.Skulking among the trucks, staying as much as possible out of the open lanes of the parking lot, the alert.the conviction
that change was coming and that it would be a change for the better.."What do you think?" Colman answered, and went back to his chair. Sirocco casually entered
NEGATIVE, and cut the display..Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy, and
that the somebody else hasn't come out yet. I think the Chironians believe that too.".That touched at what was really at the bottom of it all. The unspoken suggestion, which
Kalens had been implying and to which everybody had been responding though few would have admitted it openly, was that the entire social edifice upon which all their
interests depended was threatening to fall apart, and the real attraction of an enclave within a well-defined boundary was More to deter Terrans' leaving than bomb-carrying
Chironians' entering. Now that Kalens had come as close as any would dare to voicing what was at the back of all their minds, all the lobbies and factions stood behind him,
and Wellesley knew it. If Wellesley opposed, he stood to be voted out of office. So, he concurred, and the resolution was passed all but unanimously.."So Dr. Doom is a
UFO nut," Micky pressed.."You think pretty smart."
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