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made a happy.The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered from hunger. He starved. There was little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of
beggars and poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken cripple? What glory was there in the palaces of the
city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any woman he wanted, but women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no
woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying..The wizard who called himself Gelluk and the pirate who called himself King Losen had worked.The
voices of the mages talking were like the voices of the stream running. The stream said its words and they said theirs, but none of them were the right words.."Nonsense!
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grey cloak, sound asleep on the ground before her.They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind them the School sprawled
grey and many-roofed on its lower hill. The grove of trees towered before them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense,
sun-shot darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle and sheep went down to drink or to cross over. They had
come through the stile from a pasture where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That house," said the mage, pointing to a low,
moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of the trees. "Stay tonight. You will?"."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal
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came out from behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was small, tainted, corrupted by ignorance and misuse and lying. But the jealousy in him was like a
stinging fire. "I've been coming doing business here some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up and down. "A man walks in from somewhere north, takes my business, some
people would quarrel with that. A quarrel of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good people here well know.".She considered
herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman?
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she asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..wood as the plane ran down the silky oak
board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up.it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of
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