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among the compromises has already become ready. "All right," Celestina conceded, and looked relieved. "Thank you, Paul. You're not only an exceptionally brave man but

a gracious one, as well.".He had never associated Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison White's sermon, which had been

broadcast once in December '64, the month prior to Naomi's murder and again in January `65. Even now, with blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and

with This Momentous Day before him in the brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite make the connection. He strove to pull together the broken lengths in this chain of

evidence, but they remained separated by one missing link..She had lighted one candle for each of eleven apostles, none for the twelfth, Judas, the betrayer. Consequently,

after burning a fragment of the cards in each votive glass, she was left with one piece..Out of respect for his mother, Barty struggled to hold fast to his eyeless second sight,

living in the idea of a world where he still had vision, until she had been accorded the honors she deserved and had been laid to rest beside his father..where everyone

spoke  a single language and had all the blueberry pies they needed..The boy-wonder physician turned to Junior again and assumed an expression of compassion so

inauthentic that if he'd been playing a doctor on even the cheesiest daytime soap opera, he'd have been stripped of his actor's-union card, fired, and possibly horsewhipped

on a live television special. "We'll be doing the procedure this afternoon, so I wouldn't want to give you anything much for the pain just prior to anesthesia and sedation. But

don't you worry, Mr. Pinchbeck. Once we've lanced these boils, when you wake up, ninety percent of the pain will be gone.".break and conversation among the customers

fell into a lull. When the bar phone rang, though it was muted, he heard it at his table..By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's accident and surgery, the draft

board-which had reinstated his I -A status after he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a rehabilitation therapist-agreed to schedule a new physical

examination in December..He missed Naomi. She'd always known exactly the right thing to say or do, improving his mood with a few words or with just her touch, when he

was feeling down..Junior could neither speak nor even mewl in agony. All the saliva had been draining forward, out of his open mouth, for so long that his throat was

parched and raw. He felt as though he had munched on a snack of salted razor blades that were now stuck in his pharynx. His rattling wheeze sounded like scuttling

scarabs..The investigator's suite-a minuscule waiting room and a small office-lacked a secretary but surely harbored all manner of vermin..Indeed, subconsciously, she had

known that Nella was gone since receiving the call at 4:15 this morning. When the old woman had finished what she needed to say, the silence on the line had been eerily

perfect, without one crackle of static or electronic murmur, unlike anything Celestina had ever heard on a telephone before..In truth, he was terrified. Although his need for

her company was so profound that it seemed to arise from his marrow, a part of him marveled-and trembled-at his dedicated pursuit of her.."Quick, very quick," he warned,

helping Grace through the fire framed window and onto the roof of the porch..Through fog-shrouded hills forested with oaks, maples, madrones, and pepperwoods, through

magnificent stands of redwoods that towered three hundred feet, he arrived in Weott on the evening of January 3, 1968, where he stayed the night. If Paul had any

northernmost goal for this trip, it was the city of Eureka, almost fifty miles farther-and for no reason, other than to eat Humboldt Bay crabs at their origin, because that was

one of his and Perri's favorite foods.."Good heavens, Vinnie, I know that," she assured him as she lifted Barty-hardly bigger than a bag of sugar-from the bassinet. She

settled with the baby into a rocking chair..As spectacularly busty as the not-yet-dead Jayne Mansfield, Frieda never wore a bra. In 1966, this free-swinging style was little

seen. Initially, Junior didn't realize bralessness was a declaration of Frieda's liberation; he thought it meant she was a slut..Eventually he found himself alone at the large

viewing window of the neonatal-care unit. Seven newborns were in residence. Fixed to the foot of each of the seven bassinets was a placard on which was printed the

name of the baby.."Last I noticed, his car was out. Let me check." Sparky put down his phone and went to look in the garage. When he returned, he said, "Nope. Still out.

When he parties, he usually parties late.".Regrettably, he had no choice but to conclude that she hadn't made up her mind whether to keep the baby or to seek out an illegal

abortion without Junior's approval. She had been thinking about scraping his child out of her womb without even telling him.."Me too." He closed the ring box. Took a deep

breath. Opened the box again. "Celestina, when I met you, my heart was beating but it was dead. It was cold inside me. I thought it would never be warm again, but

because of you, it is. You have given my life back to me, and I want now to give my life to you. Will you marry me?"."Sure. Or why don't I pull a Rumpelstiltskin and demand

one of her children for payment' ".Scamp had fabulous legs, and her bralessness left no doubts about the lusciousness and authenticity of her chest, but after an hour of

conversation about something or other, before suggesting that they leave together, Junior maneuvered her into a reasonably private corner and discreetly put a hand up her

skirt, just to confirm that his gender suspicions were correct..When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a

troublesome toe that he would like to shoot off..Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to learn the intimate,
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eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in her bedroom..Another of Junior's

self-improvement projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco was the perfect university

for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety..Aware that his tension was building intolerably, Junior decided

that he needed Scamp more than he dreaded her. He spent the remainder of Wednesday, until dawn Thursday, with the indefatigable redhead, whose bedroom contained a

vast collection of scented massage oils in sufficient volume to fragrantly lubricate half the rolling stock of every railroad company doing business west of the Mississippi..He

jammed the 9-mm pistol under his belt, grabbed Ichabod by the feet, and dragged him quickly toward the door to Apartment 1. Smears of blood brightened the pale

limestone floor in the wake of the body..In fact, though he strained hard to recall their conversations, he could dredge up nothing that Seraphim had said during therapy, as

if he'd been stone-deaf in those days. The only things he retained were sensual impressions: the beauty of her face, the texture of her skin, the firmness of her flesh under

his ministering hands..ROCKING AS IF AFLOAT on troubled waters, abused by an unearthly and tormented sound, Junior Cain imagined a gondola on a black river, a

carved dragon rising high at the bow as he had seen on a.Yet through the summer of 1966, following this call, he acted like a man who was haunted. A sudden draft, even if

warm, chilled him and caused him to turn in circles, seeking the source. In the middle of the night, the most innocent of sounds could scramble him from bed and send him

on a search of the apartment, flinching from harmless shadows and twitching at looming invisibilities that he imagined he saw at the edges of his vision..The full nature of

the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis

named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world, and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies..The poster announced an upcoming show, titled

"This Momentous Day," by the young artist calling herself Celestina White. Dates for the exhibition were Friday, January 12, through Saturday, January 2 7..Ever the

romantic, he wanted to surprise her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their electrifying connection in the hospital, she had been yearning for him; but she wouldn't

expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He was eager to see her face brighten with delight.."I'm really not sad, Mom. I'm not. I don't like it this way, being blind. It's ... hard." His

small voice, musical as are the voices of most children, touching in its innocence, spun a fragile thread of melody in the dark, and seemed too sweet to be speaking of these

bitter things. "Real hard. But being sad won't help. Being sad won't make me see again.".Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Yet later,

when the mist retreated, the sea itself became a portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded her of the depthless eyes

of the blind, of that terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..Junior spoke the three words aloud and felt a strange resonance between them and his dim memories of

Reverend White's voice on that long-ago night. Yet the link, if any actually existed, remained elusive..When he reached the Suburban and closed his right hand around the

handle on the driver's door, he felt something peculiar against his palm. A small, cold object balanced there..He stepped to the front door, which was framed by curtained

side lights. He drew one of the curtains aside and peered out..As mentally demanding and stressful as it was to maintain this borrowed sight, the harder thing was looking

once more upon her face, after all these years of blindness, only to see her gaunt, so pale. The vital, lovely woman whose image he had guarded so vigilantly in memory

would be nudged aside hereafter by this withered version..Perched on a chair with two plump bed pillows to boost her, Angel extracted one crisp strip from her club

sandwich and asked Tom, "Where's bacon come from?".On Thursday, December 28, employing forged driver's licenses and social-security cards as identification, Junior

opened small savings accounts and also rented safe-deposit boxes for Pinchbeck and Gammoner at different banks with which he'd never previously done business, using

the mailing addresses that he'd established earlier.."D'you have a bag?".Agnes considered describing the sunset to the blinded boy, but her hesitancy settled into

reluctance, and by the time the stars came out, she had said not a word about the day's splendorous final act. For one thing, she worried that her description would fall far

short of the reality, and that with her inadequate words, she might dull Barty's precious memories of sunsets he had seen. Primarily, however, she failed to remark on the

spectacle because she was afraid that to do so would be to remind him of all that he had lost..Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the

busy flow of pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any moment succumb to a stroke..NOLLY FELT A little silly, walking the mean streets of North Beach under a

white umbrella with red polka dots. It kept him dry, however, and with Nolly, practical considerations always triumphed over matters of image and style..Houses made

settling noises all the time. That was one reason why he couldn't rely much on sound to guide him through the darkness. A noise he thought had been made by the weight

of his tread might as easily have been produced by the house itself as it adjusted to the.He stared I out at the congregated ghosts of fog, white multitudes that entirely

obscured the bay, as if all the sailors ever lost at sea had gathered here, pressing at the window, eyeless forms that nevertheless saw everything..He found nothing

especially gratifying, switched off the lights, and moved on to the living room. If Cain was coming home, he could glance up from the street and see lights ablaze here, so

Vanadium resorted to a small flashlight, always carefully hooding the lens with one hand.."Ah, evidently you can read my mind. Scarier than heart reading any day. Maybe

there's a thin line between minister's daughter and witch.".There was an otter in our brook.Now, here, lying on a bed in the emergency room of a Sacramento hospital, on a

Saturday afternoon only six weeks before the camellia festival, Junior suffered under the care of a resident physician who was so young as to raise the suspicion that he

was merely playing doctor.."From time to time now, you're going to be written about," Helen warned. "Be prepared for a peevish critic or two, furious about your

optimism.".Five days later, on Barty's birthday morning, when Agnes and Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations for the visits that had earned her the affectionate

title of Pie Lady, Barty was in his highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly dampened with milk. Each time a crumb fell from the cookie, the boy plucked it off the tray and

neatly conveyed it to his tongue..Junior had expected these singular creatures, and he needed them to be as monstrous as they had always been in the past. Nonetheless,

he shrank back against his pillows in dismay when they exploded into the hospital room. Their faces were as fierce as those of painted cannibals coming off a fast. They

gestured emphatically, spitting expletives along with tiny bits of lunch dislodged from their teeth by the force of their condemnations..Before Celestina probed and perhaps

touched upon a sore tooth of truth, Tom launched into the story of King Obadiah, Pharaoh of the Fantastic, who had taught him all he knew about sleight of hand..Jacob

scared people. He was 'Edom's identical twin, with Edom's boyish and pleasant face, as soft-spoken as Edom, well barbered and neatly groomed. Nevertheless, on the

same mission of mercy as Edom, Jacob would leave the pie recipients in a state of deep uneasiness if not outright terror. In his wake, they would bar the doors, load guns if
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they owned any, and lay sleepless for a night or two.."Phimie said the creep thought it was funny, but using Daddy's voice as background music also ... well, aroused him,

maybe because it further humiliated her and because he knew it would humiliate our father. But we never told Daddy that part of it. Neither of us saw any useful reason for

telling him.".trees also revealed Barty, and no radiance from another world shone spectrally through him, as it had shone through Joey-dead-and-risen.
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