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A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him
feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes
and wielding a butcher knife.."Water can break?" Maria asked, looking toward the faucet at the kitchen sink. She sighed. "I have so much to be learned.".He thought he
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her..Downstairs again, as Agnes reached the foot of the stairs, she began to worry that she had done too thorough a job on the khakis and that the extent of the damage
would raise suspicions..Junior tipped his head back and gazed up toward the section of broken-out railing along the high observation deck..The singular beauty of San
Francisco and the exquisite patina of its colorful history spoke to her heart and kindled in her such an unreasonable passion that she sometimes wondered, at least half
seriously, if she had spent other lives here. Often, streets were wondrously familiar to her the first time that she set foot on them. Certain great houses, dating from the late
1800s and early 1900s, inspired her to imagine elegant parties thrown.During the girl's final appointment, Junior discovered she would be home alone that same night, her
parents at a function she wasn't required to attend. She appeared to reveal this inadvertently, quite innocently; however, Junior was a bloodhound when it came to smelling
seduction, regardless of how subtle the scent..For the first time in many months, Barty didn't want to sleep in the dark. They left the door of the room open, admitting some
of the fluorescent glow from the hallway..Junior wasn't concerned that the shots would attract unwanted attention. These large rural properties and a plenitude of muffling
trees made it unlikely that the nearest neighbor would hear anything..More likely than not, this was a lie, and the detective was, setting him up. Suddenly Junior wished that
he had denied dreaming..stopped by to help Agnes, and some offered to stay with her at night. She gratefully accepted assistance with the housecleaning, laundry, and
shopping, but she declined the all-night company because of her dreams..In the late-afternoon light, on this Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..The detective
wasn't the only person in the world who liked "Someone to Watch over Me." Anyone in the lounge might have requested it. Or maybe this number was part of the pianist's
usual repertoire..With his sister's financial backing, Edom purchased a flower shop in '71, after ascertaining that the strip mall in which it was located had been even more
soundly constructed than the earthquake code required, that it didn't stand on slide-prone land, that it did not lie in a flood plain, and that in fact its altitude above sea level
ensured that it would survive all but a tidal wave of such towering enormity that nothing less than an asteroid impact in the Pacific could be the cause. In '73, he married
Maria Elena (that boy-girl thing, after all), whereupon she became Agnes's sister-in-law in addition to having long been a full sister in her heart. They bought the house on
the other side of the original Lampion homestead, and another fence was torn down..One problem: Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo without a hump, probably repaired to this
convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as close as he would ever get to a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he
and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at nearly naked babes and store up enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be
able to comprehend that for Junior the attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..When people didn't apply themselves to
positive goals, to making better lives for themselves, they spent their energy in wickedness. Then."Nah. Every secret society has a secret handshake. We'll have this
instead." Her face was still close to his, and she rubbed noses with him..The striking resemblance between this artist and Seraphim, as well as the facts in the biographical
sketch under the photo, argued that the two were sisters..Junior stalked her, but she eluded him. Always, the song seemed to arise from the next room, but when he passed
through the doorway into that space, the voice then sounded as if it came from the room that he'd just left..When he woke in- the morning, he raised his head from the pillow
to look at the alarm clock-and saw the twenty-five cents on his nightstand. Two dimes and a nickel..The previous April, the lads from Liverpool had claimed all five of the top
five. Real Americans, like the Beach Boys and the Four Seasons, were forced to settle for lower numbers. It made you wonder who had really won the Revolutionary
War..After tucking the flashlight under his belt, he grabbed the lip of the Dumpster with both hands. The metal was gritty, cold, and wet..Two teenage boys and one elderly
woman scrambled across the sidewalk, grabbing at the ringing rain of quarters. They caught some, but others bounced and twirled through their grasping fingers,
rolling-spinning away into the gutter..To Edom, humanity was obviously not the greater of these two destructive forces. Men and women were part of nature, not above it,
and their evil was, therefore, just one more example of nature's malignant intent. They had stopped debating this issue years ago, however, neither man conceding any
credibility to the other's dogma..Perched on a chair with two plump bed pillows to boost her, Angel extracted one crisp strip from her club sandwich and asked Tom,
"Where's bacon come from?".With every step through the long night walk, Paul had considered what he would say, must say, if this encounter ever took place. Now all his
practiced words deserted him..Kathleen hadn't noticed Tom replace his glass on the table, over the quarter. When he lifted it to drain the last of the martini, two dimes and a
nickel glittered on the tablecloth, where previously the quarter had been..When he killed the Bartholomew, this haunting would finally end, too. In Junior's mind, Vanadium
and Bartholomew were inextricably linked, because it was the maniac cop who first heard Junior calling out Bartholomew in his sleep. Did that make sense? Well, it made
more sense at some times than at others, but it always made a lot more sense than anything else. To be rid of the dead-but-persistent detective, he must eliminate
Bartholomew..Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's..Everyone agreed,
and the order was placed when their waiter brought appetizers: crab cakes for Nolly, scampi for Kathleen, and calamari for Tom..Before Junior had become a physical
therapist, he had considered studying to be a dentist. A low tolerance for the stench of halitosis born of gum disease had decided him against dentistry, but he still could
appreciate a set of teeth as exceptional as these..The heavy hand would come down on his shoulder, he would be spun around against his will, and there before him would
be those nailhead eyes, the port-wine stain, facial bones crushed by a bludgeon.....Maybe every accidental death was suspicious to Vanadium. His obsessive hounding of
Junior might be his standard operating procedure..Shortly before ten o'clock, Junior returned to the cemetery and left his Suburban where the Negro mourners had parked
earlier in the day. His was the only vehicle on the service road..Needles of rain knitted the air and quickly embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..Curious to know
what Neddy had said, Junior quickly approached the same gallery staffer. "Excuse me, but I've been looking for my friend ever so long in this mob, and then I saw him
talking to you-the gentleman in the London Fog and the tux-and now I've lost him again. He didn't say if he was leaving, did he? He's my ride home.".The ninth piece was
not art, certainly not a work by Griskin, and could disturb no one half as much as it rattled Junior. Upon a black pedestal stood a pewter candlestick identical to the one that
had cracked the skull of Thomas Vanadium and had added dimension to the cop's previously pan-flat face..Junior assumed the dead girl had come from a family of stature
in the Negro community, which would explain the stonecarver's accelerated service. Vanadium, according to his own words, was a friend of the family; consequently, the
father was most likely a police officer.."Will I love you tomorrow, you mean, and the day after tomorrow, and on forever? Of course, forever, Wally, always.".Knuckle over
knuckle, snared in the web of thumb and forefinger, vanishing into the purse of the palm, secretly traversing the hand, reappearing, knuckle over knuckle, the coin
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glimmered as it turned..She traded silence for silence. Then: "Kiddo, I'm still totally confused by this stuff.".Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember
that Junior had asked after Neddy and had followed him toward the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur, therefore visually
oriented, he'd most likely provide a good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the Picasso mode or a blurry impressionistic sketch,
but a portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring apprehension..Because he kept imagining the stealthy sounds of a dead cop
rising in vengeance behind him, Junior switched on the radio. He tuned in a station featuring a Top 40 countdown..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping
his back to the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..He must begin by learning as much as possible about ghosts, hauntings, and the
vengeance of the dead. During the remainder of 1966, only two apparently paranormal events occurred in Junior Cain's life, the first on Wednesday, October 5..voice was
flat, a drone; he had delivered not an emotional threat, but a quiet promise.."That's exactly how I hoped he would be." Relieved, he followed Agnes to the living room.
"Listen, Aggie, you know, I don't have anything against Jacob, but-".The walk-in closet, which Vanadium next explored, contained fewer clothes than he expected. Only half
the rod space was being used. A lot of empty hangers rang softly, eerily against one another as he conducted a casual examination of Cain's wardrobe..Spruce Hills, but
also those in the entire county, maybe seventy or eighty thousand..She proceeded down the shadowy center aisle, genuflected at the chancel railing, and went to the votive
rack..sky grew sullen in the early twilight, and the city once more arrayed itself in the red gesso and gold leaf that had indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the
previous night.."My scar," he confessed, "is inexperience. For a man my age, Agnes, I'm in some ways unbelievably innocent. I wouldn't trade the years with Perri for
anything or anyone, but intense as it was, our love didn't include ... Well, I mean, you may find me inadequate.".A cast-bronze figure, fixed to lacquered walnut in want of
raw dogwood, suffered above the bed. This crucifix, contrasting starkly with the white walls, reinforced the impression of monastic economy..Gazing into the mirror, which
ought to have been clouded with self-pity as though with steam, Junior Cain searched for his anger and found it. This was a black and bitter anger, as poisonous as
rattlesnake venom; with little difficulty, his heart was distilling it into purest rage..The wine tasted bitter, but Celestina knew that it was sweet. The bitterness was in her, not
in the legacy of the grape..In a cabinet above the bench, Junior found a pair of clean, cotton gardening gloves. He tried them on, and they fit well enough..Tom stared down
into the oceanic depths of the city, through the reefs of buildings, to the lamp-fish cars schooling through the great trenches.."It's a lot," Angel insisted. "Wally gave me an
Oreo, last time I saw him. You like Oreos?".On a positive note, the apartment was heated by a gas furnace. A leak, a spark, an explosion, and he would never have to see
poor Agnes in her misery..He feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him in those lower realms..Nolly shook his head,
setting a cotillion of warts and moles adance on his pendulous cheeks. "Ask any adoptee who, as an adult, has tried to team the names of his real parents. Easier to drag a
freight train up a mountain by your teeth.".Later, at home, he gargled until he had drained half a bottle of mint-flavored mouthwash, took the Iongest shower of his life, and
then used the other half of the mouthwash.."No, that's not necessary," Junior said, trying to sound casual. "Considering what you told me, I'm sure whoever's bothering me
here can't be Vanadium. I mean, him being on the run, with plenty of his own troubles, the last thing he'd do is follow me here just to screw with my head a little.".Agnes
leaned forward in her chair: knees together, clasped hands resting on her knees, forehead against her hands.."Bet I could, and sell it, too," she said. "I might not be as good
at it as I am at teeth, but I'd be better than some I've read.".Friday, December 29, was a grand day: cool but not cold; high scattered clouds ornamenting a Wedgwood-blue
sky. The streets were agreeably abustle but not swarming like the corridors of a hive, as sometimes they could be. San Franciscans, reliably a pleasant lot, were still in a
holiday mood and, therefore, even quicker to smile and more courteous than usual..He turned over the two most recent discards. Neither was a jack of spades, and both
were what he expected them to be..Vanadium arrived and stood beside Junior. His black suit was cheap, but it fit better than Rudy's.
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